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OREELAENCE: UFPA+1338, 13 Septeuber 1973, 
_- |. Station passed referenced -iaforiation to. Custu.s 
on 13 September 1975. Initial checls by tue Station witie 
the ELE, DEA, and Custoas revealet no trvornation on tie 
individuals nentiened in refercuce (lonald ss cn k ¥s. , 
Jolin '.r 0 0 ‘i's and ‘Soho -u ro yh). “Custous was 

a os apreciient with the Station's suggestion. that a Custos 

teleshone nuaber snould oc passed to Uonry and thie case 


shoul! he pit into: Custos aUNds .- 


“was arranged for taat afternoon. tefore tic seetin,, too. - 
: _ places however, a Custe.3 officer recozhized the mane of 
Lrool.s as possibly beis,-one of iis contacts. licnry was 
thus net by two Custors ofZicers. %n returnin, frou their 
neetiag, the Custons officers notified tie Station, anu a 
neetin: was arrayed to sec then on bh September 1973. 
Custems provived the following inforuation on Nonald ilenry. 


a. Donald Henry is about 52 years old. He is from 
‘Gchiyan. le lived and went to school in Canada, ile noved 
-to Florida about fifteen years ayo. we has resided ia the 
veys for about seven years. mo 


J, Henry was descriked by Customs as 3 braypart. 
ihey felt, however, that nis offer of assistance was genuinc. 
tusto.s stated taal cary always had a quick answer for any 
question asked of bir, but when the questions pot Jun to 
specifics his answers were Vague. ‘ 


«. Contrary to initial information, Henry docs not 
have a boat or an airplane. Customs noted, thous, that 
ienry probably las cusy access to one, eedticr does ienry 


“fiave an FAA License for flyiar nulkti-enpine aircraft, altho; 


he told Customs he was capable of flying then. ienrz has 
Thown John Broons (ai alias used by one Joan qi olbpur) 
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2. tienry called Custos on 13 -Scptember 1073... Auectiag 


iain?) 


"Sy, 


~. : a tre 
for avout a year. (John “dlvur is desertibed in further 
detail helos.)  Nenry said het Liller throush tieds 
wssocintioa vith tue vtluneds Jive Conter,. Inc., thacd, : 
Hlerida, waere Cilbur ds enployed and waere Heury- has isad . 
a sorkin relationship fer sone tine. fhe lawtis live 
enter is ovned be one jesley = i ¢ ard (no Station 
traces). Vicard,. Custos reyorted, isu. UNSAVOLY -Churacter 
Anvolved dn scueclian activities and vould not hesitate to 
Sueot agave who sets dm-ils wave: \ 


ae: ro told Custors: tuat when a hataan a titoour 
at the “Sela: Vive Center récently, tucy started tal. ia, 
avout various ways they couls make mnoncy, cilbur tola tenry 
trate (‘enry) couli suucple aris for iis: over to Abaco, 
anc they started discussin:, that vessil ility. hiniwe: the 
couversatiow, ienrs asied Viltur tio de would be wor.in:, 
for. Sellar seutionel tie nage of uobo brown, née told 
benry that Srown, an ex-pecial forees Wes. Aruy cajor, 
val set up a branch of befense Systevs, Inc., on \Lace for 
watenelD be oor be bal, Ul. wiliur also intiaated that. 
7 PAERALD was aware af the Operation ani condoued it.: Custous 
noted that Ceary did not pick up the nase “tolho or “brown 
until after tiey hat rientioned a Special forces major, at waicn 
“point cary professed to renenber his nance. : 


uenry also told Customs, wnen as.ec wiy he fad 

' “calle PRALO, Ciel oe had telephoned tae ULL first and: 

Was told ov then that iis infor..jtioa was notin their, juris- ° 
diction and was piven tie Phone number for VULAALD, Later, 
Venry chanved his story tu the effect that he Said he looled 
da tae Tiaod telepione directory to get the FRR s nuwher and 
cabled GNUeRALD (LOULSE) inscead because tue latter's nunber 
was under tie FRIES. (Cosuent. Sot true, both aunbers are 
Listed under 05. Savers.ent put on separate pares.) 


3.00 As for John }roals, Custos reported that this aaue 
is au alias used by ene Join viliur, wo is about 35 years 
old. Orisinally fro.. ‘assachusotts, .ilbur has been ia Florica 
for several years. ne as veen in touch with Custous for ab 
approxivately three years. fie was inicially brousht to : z 
Custoris' attention over a narcotics cases Nereis tiie, 
Vilbur was worrin-/infar. ine for the F2r, infiltratins bott 
risct ani lete wines youth ercanizations. ‘“e was also data. 

“an airline stevardess woo was involved in narcoties Sot eli 
frot Sout) Vierica., aes -cilbur found out about tuis ille 


“eustons, : . . 


VT. Custocs deseriied Jilhur as aa ultraeripae winter and 
a soldder-of-Tortune wie is inpressive lookin; and a siuvotie : 
taltcr, Custocs sais Wilbur is alse a fabricator. As an ; 2 
exarnle, they mentioned that ‘ilbur would read an article 
in a orae: and scorely taucroafter would try to ooss it 
Off as his isforation., “ie woul! also contact Custos’ ang 
tell the: every rucor be neard in tue hopes taal o.e oF tie 
stories woul. oe true se taat he could collect a rewound, 
Sastous sade that altoours “ilar is a fabricator anu ricor 
collectur., br is denseroas and woul! ‘ce mnytaine Cor souey, 5: 
i t 7 ; al 
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‘alimony and supposedly ina’s about 5406,c80 in the bank. 
has set Wilbur up. in an apartucnt anil furadshes hid with, 
spending money. Custors also said that’. ilbur secens to be 
sort of vaoranoid du that he constantly rentions GERALD, 

snot naatng BMULMG as suce but refersia,, to it as ‘tie 
coipany,' “the driving force Lohiud cenocracy, and so 
forth. ... -_ ap wn : 
6. Accardine te Custous, “ilbar bezan workin; for ° 
iinderwater “ports of Averica, ‘dani, Florida, as a salesman 
“tn the carly.1960's. At the tine, reported Custons, Under- 
wwater Sports wa6 eCnugased in contractual work for bal tALn 
‘concerning trainin: durin, preparations for tie bay of Wigs. 
The last contact Custons nad with Sdlbur was about’ three weeks 
ago. .- They jilan to. see hin apain in’ tie Acxt few Uays and : 
bo _ will attoupt to get his side of the story. |. <u 
ee te SED Customs stated. that in spite, of tho inconsistencies ~ 
in lerry's story they felt. he -wa's nakin,, a legitiaate offer 
: '. to assist and thus advised hin to proceed along the following 
‘ ., Abness 2 7 a oe tee : 
‘that he was: 


0s. ay Mescontact Wilbur and tell hin ae 
orepared to: fly ars to Abaco, but he Would havo to scc the. 

: *froit, money" first. Customs commented that af s#illur . ; 

oo, produces the monoy,, ‘they would have a cases if not, the whole 
| cn opisodo could: probably be chalked up to “ilbur's-delusions. — 
eens b. After re-contacting Wilbur ane if \Vilbur concs up 

with the money, Nenury ‘should attenpt to convince wim of the ~ 

: necessity of a dry run. ‘If a dry run is mot possible, then 

AS he is to so ahead with'the operation. Arrests would he uade 
oe by ‘Customs in tlie States after the ars have been placed in 
* + the aiferaft and after the personnel involved have Loarded 

‘the planc. : : a: : 
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hroush the eauntes estate 
age Goss. ‘They were 
hanhoeme in the tradi. 
fashion, and thes looked 
quiet, leafy setting: Hut 
eoimuuflase suit and’ car. 
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Hh Twentyeexen cents.” 


Uncle Sam. That's the 


sHectivensess the Army's 


‘er, Nuun Mitch and 
rr round ‘from 
wo the bullet shattered 
fornobite thet serves as 
tet onthe WerBeil fie. 
a Mitch becan firing a 
ee Army 45. The pun 


and the noise echoed: 


sand treete 
ave ames 
an beger 


Ss. He then 
dy reetane 
tH Metel i, 
“Thanh tad inusste sip 
Lan fire it. The muz. 
we oand the only sound 
chek. followed by the 
et and the pop as it hit 


Seeric, almost chilling, 
Seuny Mitch put the 
imatic and whipped aff 
Is in one second, Geart 
ne kind of demonstra. 
ase gun, a standard 
hee gus and the snip. 
erHelheaits the NADY 
Pequipped with a sup- 


eK to the house, Wer. 
whe bps suppressor, 
a Silencer, is sa Effee- 
vessory. “Tt hides the 
Poreduces the firing 
elal an metal You 
dull aoise without an 
and its not-worth it. 
uw balt noise anyway 
fram sa fur all prac 


no oWerketl Pi : 


ly dentiabetived ’ 
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nu weapons given to him by frientily 
forces In Vietnam, he said, and ‘tacy 
were shipped ta the Staves for display 
in military museums. 

Not surprisingly, WerBell has often 
been called an operative of the 
Ceatral Intelligence Agency, 6 ‘sharse 
that angers tum only wher it is lev. 
tled toe vehemently, It is not that 
he has anything avainst the CIA. He 
Just dyvan't, he says, happen to be 
one of ita boys. His Daramititary work, 

, Which consists: of advising and some- 
Vanes directly assisting foreign ‘gave 
eranents, i dene in the employ of 


Whatehe calls san independent: group | 


Of well-intentioned, patriatie | Amert- 
tana” The Birch Soci ty? The Min- 
Ulemen? A buneh of farrlyht Texas 
MMonaleey? Werltelt won't aay, other 
Uhon to lostat that it as not the CLA, 

it hardly matters, for according to 
Werbell, itis allin the service nat only: 
Uf freedom aod anticommunism but 
Of the US, government: he does not 
Supply or Advise or fieht for reximes 
not bearing. the State Department seal 
of approval, A heavy percentaye of nis 
merchandise goes directly to the U.S, 
fovernment, which cistritates it ty its 
Own: forces that. need silent or exotic, 
“eapens. The balance is. solid to 
friendly governments, either directly 
or through the pood offices of the “in. 
dependent stoup.” He says he does not 
sell to individuals, not even if they're 
certified anticommuniits, , ; 

WerBeil takes pains to paint out that 
he is no ordinary arins broket. That Is, 
he is not-one.of those shadowy fivures 
who sel weapbns to bath sides at exor- 
hitant prices or who take possession of 
contraband shipments on the high seas. 
“We've always adhered tog banie pol. 
teye There ds onty one friend of the 
United States Ina given orea,and we 
deal only with that. friend.” 

What does WerBell peddle? “4 range 
of firearms from: mochine guns to 
destonized Cannons, from the meanest. 
looking weapons fo innocent luoking 
Rwaneer sticks that fire a bullet or 
even a small rocket: an array. of tech. 
niques — “systems,” he calls them — 
that will help an American soldier or a 
foreign army hold off insurzent forces, 
and oceas:onally, his personal services. 

These: servives present WerBell at 
his mast shadowy. Serving as a com. 
‘batant in the armed forces of a foreign 
Ration is against U.S, law, ana WerBell 
is understandably reluctant {o admit 
having done so. He describes himself 
in such terms as “paramilitary” and 
“adviser,” but acquaintances suspect 
he has been in the thick of the fighting 
&@ number of times. He may even have 
zapped an insurgent or two. 
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» fires) with one stmpde fi 


fo Operational Nevation of Insurgency 
and Countersubversion, tied in with 
Environmental Industries, and began 
in earnest to develop a Ene ot military 
hardware. Sons Stitel (Wand Geoff be- 
caine integral parts of the firm, Miteh 
1Vowas already a bona fide counter. 


insurgent, aotayeareld, he Rad 
spent able time with Dad jin 
thre Republic, speelaticine 


in underwater probing for safe landing 
Sites, Geoff, two years youns, barely 
missed” aut ona Cuban foray: his 
Gither toak fam to Mua a few Senn 
aca. but the plans Cet) through, 


One day Tosat in WerbBell's offlee as 
SGeeff dspeayed a number of Military 
APIIMOEn ES most unsiaal wedpons, He 
Hreaght aut “tte Stinger.’ op rican 
shaped tute three bre bitsy des 
Ma he omens, that fires a 
sorterdee, Nathing  visebyje AULESTS 4 
hun, and the barvtbet. on. its way 
Ont, distodces’ a thin plus that tis 
kuises the hole at the eid of the tiny 
barrel, WerBell counmends the Stinger 
To secret agents who get caught with 
the goods and must take “the last re. 
sort,” that is, shoot themselves, 


wan 


In the same evotie entegory Is the 

- swaguer. stick, bownd dn leather, with) 
silver studs By pushing between two 

studs, one can-fire a or, With a spe. 

eral inedel, aosmall cooket. The body. 

kuard of Donunican stronuman Gen. 
Antonio Tmbert used the rocket: modet 

fo blast would be assassins a few yearn 
ago, “Then there Isa Small, brass-fitted 

cannon. Tt makes a handsome khick- 

knack fora setder-potitician's desk. It 


. Move. 
an unruly 
Iitonally autivery is 
SWertell a apecuy long: Tne Knockor. 
OUR a redrsitined Reminzton 9 
movimeter rithe that “wall plug ‘emin 
the eye at 200 meters," ‘ 

The hulk of Werletts business is in 
sound suppressors and Ingram Model 
submachine guns, Suppressors ean he 
used on darse as well as small weal 
ons, and fy fact have been used effec 
tively on the wicked-looking Vulean 
machine guns mounted on Amertean 
helicopters in Vietnam. The Australian 
Army Journal san a story calling the 
Sionics suppressar “superior to any- 
thing previously used... (with it) it ds 
Now possible for the sniper ta fire 
fron relatively short ranges, especially 
when using subsonic Projectiles, 

-WerBell is so enthusiastic about the 
Ingram Modet submachine puns (there 
are Iwo models, taking different sized 
cerbridges) that) he: predicts thes will 
eventually make “obsolete every ind: 
vidual weapon in the world.” The U.S. 
Army, he says, is thaw looning care. 
fully atthe Ingram models with an eye 
foward making them slandard equip. 
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niene In this occupa- 
tices it In a unique 
diers of fortune are 
they live from one 
next, brawling and 
through a teugh and 
irding life. 
nirast, Is a business 
s in milltary edven- 
nds far os It suits 
ide dtittate him, he 
of it. His business is 
not using them tn 
fizes In the weapons 
af counterinsur- 
‘be roughly defined 
suppression of coups 
ind the like. : 
‘Bell operates, this, 
estabilshed regimes.) - 
Nickatorships, against, 
its political posture 
t trouble Werlell, tt 
heve no objection to 
erves the interests of 
says. Particularly if 
we interests is from 
intsm has no place in 
Winpaeleenop th any 
tutadly opposed to if, 
Sof idculogical germs 
cings.” ; 
tn. WerBell’s name 
ae The first issue of 
kong fongavine, Scone . 
exhaustive tory os 
Moan ap abortive tava. 
165, pad Werkell was 
Jnajor, if uncertain,- 
tron, tWerBell wan or 
led after the ftlasen, 
tnt Drsesy Werner SOU pieewe, 
arrested were brought 
Voa friend for an ex. 
ml replied jauntily, 
k for She company, 
f you TH never heac 
teut 10." So far he 
inn) p 
uy WerBell bit) the 
& Attenta Constitution 
of captured enemy 
frum Vietngm was-de. 
Ady Force Base, Flor: 
snturmnist: conjectured 
his friends meant to 
‘hosing be right-wing 
adn the UR Werftell 
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dedicated tu killing people. Environ: 
mental Industries, WerBell says, ts 
bankrolled by some of the East's most 
Prominent investment houses; he is its 
director of International operations. 
He is also president of a subsidiary 
called “tilltary Armaments Co., Inc., 
and because he is in Powder Springs, 
Military Armaments {s there, too. (He- 
hind Epvirpnmental Industries, Wer- 
Bell says, is “a-third shadow of which 
F.L (is a subsidjary"—another tantaliz- 
ing hint of the CIA.) 


Military Armaments may well be a 
unique American enterprise. Nobody 
else, WerBelt says, isin the business 
of designing special purpose weapons 
on such a scale. A good deal of its de- 
signing and manufacturing Is done 
under federal Ieense. Silencers, for ex- 
omple, are outlawed by the National 
Fircarms Act, along with sawed-off 
shotzuns, submachine guns and cther 
vestiges of Prohibition era gangland 
wars, - : 

‘To manufoctuce Als suppressors, 

“erBell must pay a special tax of $590 
a year, collected by the Treasury 
Department. ‘The T-men also check pe- 
riodical'ysto see that his awesome 
collection. of firearms—over ‘200 indi- 
vidual ‘pigces—ia properly registered. 


Apparently the market for suppressors - 


1s nut very larze because, according to 
Werfell, cis firm Is the only one au- 
thorized to manufacture. them. 

Werltell wilt not discuss the sales or 
profits. of Milltary Armaments except 
to aay that, after two years of exten- 
aive research and development (result- 
Ing-in “a tax'loss of a half million dol- 


lors"), the company’ is now doing very - 


well. It hax about 12 employees, includ- 
‘Ing four machinists who work under 
the direction of Gordon Ingram, who 
has charge of the design operation and 
whuse name ison the Modet 11 subma- 
chine gun thot young Miteh demon 
atroted on the firing range. 


‘Cottage Industry’ 
JT SGUAM WORKS in a well-equipped 
| machine shop-lab attached to the 
iain “House on the estate, which Wer- 
Bel hikes toeall “the farm.” WerBell's 
office ty next docr ta the shop. Its. walls 
ore so loaded with weapons that ‘tt Is a 
wonder they do not collapse. There are 
knives and apear gunaond pliatols and 
riffes and machine gunn, dozens and 
dozens o€ them, some purchased, some 
won in combat, some, presented by the 
appreciative. recipients of WerBell’s 
counterinsurgeney techniques. 
WerBell, who has a sense of humor, 
calls his enterprise a “cottage indus- 
try” and likens himsctf to "a country 
doctor... 1 can fall out of the living 
orca upataira right down to the office.” 
Upstairs is the domain of hla Germon- 
born wife Hildegard, a pleasant, 
~groyhaired wornon ‘who has borne 


@ 


ucapons for th 


WerBell six children and put yp with : 
his rather unusual way of Ife. (When ¢ 
he left for the Far East in 1968, he said 
he'd be gone for a year or more, and 
he was.) , 


A Military Profile 
ITCHELL WERBELL {fs a short, 
h wiry man of 82, quick with a 
quip and quite sensible until he begins 
(aiking about communism or other so ; 
cla} issues. He has the (ace and bear: . 
ing of a Prussian offieer, an tmage he ; 
cultivated by wearing musiache and H 
occasionally a morocie. He often } 
' 


dresses in military clothing of indeter- 
minate origin, and he embeliishes the 
image by talking In slightly clipped 
sentences peppered: with military | 
phrases, There is nothing phony in 
this. WerBell has a strong altachment « 
to weapons and to warfare, and he has - 
been around them so ‘long ‘that the , 
ideas and styles they foster are an in} 
grained part of his personality. of 

He comes by. both his militarism and 4 
his‘ anticommunism honestly. His | 
i] 


* fathdr was: an officer in the Russian 
Impdrial army, even thouch he was 
born) in the United States. “It was a j 
{ricky situation,” says Mitch, “He was 
a citizen of both the U.S. and Russia. 
In those days you could do that.” 

The elder’ WerBell fought against: 
the Bolsheviks, hut before the collapse 
of the czarist redime he wisely secured 
AN .appuintment' as ‘liaison otficer be- 
tween the Russian and American 
forces—stutioned iu the U.S. He lived? 
in this country. for the rest of his life, } 
putting his carly medical training te} 
use in cancer research. 

A lexzacy: from father is Miteh's} 
barely disguised aristocratle sympa- 
thies. te haw been quoted as suying, 
“Communism tao substitution of a 
pearant dictatorship aver-the aristocra- 
cy! prefer the erlstoctacy.” He | 
without question an elitist. Not surpris4 
Ingly, his ctite is composed of superps 
‘triota and military men. 

Mitchell WerBell was bora in Penn 
sylvania, shortly after: his Russian 
American father and his Scottish-bor 
jmother orrived In -the U.S, at the end 
>of Word War Mis parents traveled a 
good deal, here and abruad, and Mitel 
traveled with them, picking up his edu 
cation as he. went. He pot a degree i 
Journalisin ‘from the University 0 

Pennsylvania. In World War I, he 
joined the OSS, and served with a uni 
behind’ Japanese lines in China, risin 
so'the rank of captain and acquiring 
taste for querrilla-type warfare h 
_ would never lone, ‘ nian 

 WerBeil moved to Atlanta short 

after the wor end went to work in adh. 


6 US, Army and other counteringur- 


4 


; vertising Ina department store. Soon 


ne was head ‘of the department, and 
soon after that he went on his own. 

In the mid-'50s, WerBell pulled out 
of his agency and then formed his 
wn publie relattons firm. “I'd already 
deen drifting into international PR " 
WerBell says, “using my family back- 
yround. | had tremendous contacts in 


Europe, and IT moved into the. Far . 


East, too.” How much of thig Inoving 
in was milltary, WerBell won't say, 


, but his business took on more and 


more of what he calls a “geopotlitcal” 
flavor. 


Refore long, he was dabbling {n 


; Latin. American dictatorslips. “Before 


Fidel took over in Cuba, we were 


working closely with Batista.” He adds . 


with a grin, “Our function was to keep 


* Batista In power, althouzh the US. 


caverament was looking favorably on 
Fidel at that point.” . 


Froay all this, even WerBell doesn't 
know evactly -how, came a passionate 


7, concern about communism, “| decided 


to devote whatever time I could to 
anticommunist activities,” he says, 
“AU first It was sort of a hobby, but 
then it became my main drive in life. 
‘What I'm doing now"—here he Res. 
tures at the arsenal on his office walls 
—“affords me a damned ood ying. 
But the living ts not why I do it," 


The Heart of It 
N 1048, WILE anticommunism was 
still a hobby, albeit a paying hobby, 
WerBell purchased the Dobbs estate.. 
He installed rudimentary design facili- 
ties ‘und began experimenting with 
weapons of counterinsurzency, weap. 


ons he believed had the best chance ef | 


preventing Communist takeovers in 
the small, unierdeveleped mations of 


Asia and Latha America, "l reatlzed - 
“that 


In cotinterinsurgency, the pre 
mary problem was a tack of depth. In, 
weaponry. People say, ‘Win the hearts 
ofthe enemy, and you'll win the fight.’ 
Thats a let of bull. The best way to 
set their hearts, if they're the enemy, 
is to shoot ’em and cut the hearts 
out.” 

While he experimented with weap. 
ons—quietly, to avoid problems with 
the federals—WerBell proceeded with 


his personal brand of geopolitics. He 


made himself availabte to anticommu. 


“nist regimes that wanted help in fight- 
‘ing off one band of Insurgents or an- 


other. In’.the process, he became 
friendly with a number, of Latin Amer- 
fea's political strongmen, They were 
delighted to discover ao Nore-Ameri- 
cane “aho felt os they Md about the. 
need for “Stable, anthecommuntst. re. 
gimes, especially their ceggmesroand, 


WerBell recovered from a leg injury. 


who had both the savvy and the guts 
to hetp preserve them. 


His first: major paramilitary opera- 
tion was in the Dominican Republic 
during the 1965 revolt. He was, of 
course, on the side of the government, 
which was fending off allegedly Com- 
munist ‘insurgents; the United States 
was on Its side, too. WerRel] wound up 
in the midst of the Cighting. He was 
the second) Dominican yovernment 
man to reach the Ozama River, seene 
of the major battle, 


Ellsworth Bunker, then U.S. ambas- 


sador to the Organization of American 
States, became highly exercised over 


WerBell's activities and his hawkish | 


views on the conflict (WerBell opposed 
&@ cessation of hosulities and establish: 
ment of a coalition government). 
Bunker considered: trying to toss 
Werbell out-of the country, but noth. 
ing came of it, WerBell's “independent 
Kroup’--CLA, Texas millionaires or 
whatever—saw to that. 

WerBell was already ‘active inthe 
anti-Castro movement, and he brought 
to it a sense of dash and diselpline that 
the ragtag, bickering bunch of Cuban 
exiles had seldom seen. Perhaps his 
major antt-Castro exploit was'a speed: 
boat foray into Camarloca, on Cuba’s 
Southern coast. The mission. was to 
drop a swinimer, apparently a spy, off- 
shore, and to pick up the family of an 
exile leader, The boat, flying the Con- 
federate flag on the radio ontenna, 
foundered In high seas, and the raiding 
Party was captured. The Cubans, the ° 
Story gocs. did not know what to make 
of the brash WerBell, and he and his 
pals wound up stealing a Castro boat 
and spictting some 36 onth Castroites, 
out of the country hefure they them. 
welvea returned to the United) States, 


Vietnam Superhawk 


I‘ THE LATE ‘60s, WerBell turned 
his altentton to Southeast Asin. He 
Is, of course, o superhawk on Viet 
nam, and would be happy if the U.S. 
were also fighting communism in all 
Its nclghboring countries, He -was in 
Thailand, “working closely with the 
supreme command,” for months, pro - 
mating the salex of his weapons and 
systems. “I showed them things like 
surveillance equipment and night vi- 
sion equipment, stuff that lets you sur- 
Prise the hell out of the bastards." 
Did he do any fighting himself? Wer. 
Bell chuckles. “I ain't supposed to he 
shooting the stuff, just demonstrating 
how to shoot it.” 

Three years avo, WorBell'y weapons 
business becatae promising enough for 
him to Ko into’ It full time. Ee orzan- 


‘Wed a firm called Sithicd or Studies 


in t wwe 


iL 
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Armaments makes the case, tuo), come 


plete with suppressor and slx maga- 
zines, : i 


Business Ia Business 


D°s WERBELL feel a twinge of ' 
censctence about providing the. - 
‘world with such deadly and efficient ‘ 
Weapons? No, “} see no reason to be: - 
‘concerned.” he says, “We're supplying 
a certain product that 1s unfortunately , 
a part of the civilized world. As long as - 
people exist, there's golng to be ‘an F 
- arms business. I don't ace much differ: 
ence between our supplying arms to, 
combatants and A surgical supply 
‘house supplying gauze to bind up the 
wounds inflicted." s 
There is his) anticommunist argu. 
Ment, too. Werbell ts fighting - the. 
Communise menace: ‘It Is a fight what. 
“must be won and weapons are needed | 
to win dt. - ‘ , 
Contrary to eynieal uptnion, Powder 
Springs was not. named jn honer ot 
Werlell and his enterprise. Werbell, ; 
in fact, stays a3 aloof from thy local 
community on possible. Mis house i$ 60 
well-stocked, it is practically self-suff- 
clent save for occastonat trips to the’ 
avtocery and liquor, stores. There haa’ 
been, from time to time, antl WerBelt 
feeling in Powder Springs. WerBeil de- 
clares, “The hell with it. Who caren? I 
teH fem Tm prepared to purchase their 


Property If they don’t like the area,” 


He docs not suffer from loneliness, 
however. There Is:a steady streani uf 
Visitors and’ customers, fsrelenera a6 
well as Americans. A few weels sh0 
Werlell's sonindaw, an Air Force len 
tenant colonel, flew. in from‘ Ohlo, 
mainly to see what was new around 
the shop; he hadn't been hy ite several 
Months, he said, “and things chante 
awfully quickly ground here.” The day 
T owas there, the enlonet and Wertte:| 
awopped ideas on cidding the State De- 
partioent of nowin poltey makers and 
on bringing the enemy to Ite kneen, or 
Its grave, in Vietnam.. ‘a : 

WerBell recalls with relish one pare 


‘ticular visitor. He came from the State 


Departinent a few years back, and ae. 

cording to WerBell, he said, “The tune. 

{lons of the forelun policies of the 

Unitee Staes are the business of the 

State Depactment in Washington, not 

of Miteheth WerBet In Powder 

Springs, Georgia.” .WerBell's reply? ° 
“You can't print [t, It was all-in Anglo- 

Saxon words.” Put that was the old, 

swachbuckling WerBell. The new, low: 

profile WerBell says with: o Grin, “My 

present policy is that Lagree with that . 
tneory completely, Perlod,” 

Tf actions to the contrary apeak tno 
loudly, they, like WerBell's weapons, 
can alwava be suppressed by the man 
himacll, Meanwhile, Mich and his “In. 
dependent gLoup" march on, 

: £1970. Atlonta Stagnzine 
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~The flamboyant son of a. 
Cossack €olonel. Mitchell 
WerBell II! has been 
involved in several 
Caribbean adventures 
and misadventures. Now. as 
the Bahamas nears 
‘independence. the wealthy 
arms: dealer.has-his sights 
sei on Abaco... 


By William R. Amlong 
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POWDER BE 


Continued 


nam, nor even in one of the sugarcane 


fields of South Florida, where counter-. 


revolitianaries’ ure wont to drill and 


" larget-practice for yet another assault on 


Castro's Cuba. Rather, he is sitting in the 
upstairs gun: room of his home. in “Powder 


: Spribgs,. Ga.. a 66-acre estate-armory sit- 


uated ‘amidst the Folling, red-clay hills 


“and pine - forests 25 mites.:northwest. of 
_ dowhtown-Atianta. It is'a: place where the 
” f.pastoral air’ is occasionally shattered by 


the Mashing of a red light that goes on 


whenever the’ electroni¢ gate is opened, 


by the stacceto barking.of machine guns 


‘from the tést firing range or by the- pul- 


sating roar of a combat helicopter hover- 


. ing low overhead on a test flight. 


i. is from this hase of operations that, 
it appears, ! fitch WerBell has been med- 


dling agsip. this time in the affairs of the 
about -to-wetome sovervign state of the 


Bahamas. 

His activities — although no one is 
completely sure .just what. they entail — 
have prompted Bahamas Prime Minister 
Lynden Pindling to denounce WerBell 
and attorney Edwin Marger, an associate, 
on the floor ‘of the Bahamian  Parlia- 
ment. Pindling called them “internation- 
al fertune hunters” with “designs on the 
ternitorial sovereignty of the Bahamas.”’ 


Werbell's irivolvement in the Bahamas 


—'as an advisor to a faction that wants 


the island of ‘Abaco either to remain a- 


Crown Colony or to become a separate 
nation when the rest of the Bahamas be- 


comes fully independent on July 10 —~. 


has ‘also prompted some concern by the 
U.S. State Department's Caribbean 
Affairs Desk. * | 

It is not a completely unfamiliar expe- 
rience to WerBell to have elements of the 
United States government at least con- 
cerned — if not outright displeased —. 
with some of his free-lance foreign-policy 
maneuvers. He aelishes recalling how a 
visitor flew down to Georgia once to give 


him the message: “The functions of the . 


foreign policies-of the United States are 


the business of: the State Department in’ 
Washington, not of Mitchel! WerBelt. in - 
. Powder Springs. Ga." In another 


incident, a congressional subcommittee 
questioned him about his role in an 
aborted attempt to launch an invasion of 
Haiti fmm South Florida. 

The subcommittee, the investigations 
arm of the House Committee on Inter- 
state and Foreign Commerce, was con- 


target practice at ihe Poader Serngs compound 


cerned with the role played in the ‘inva- 
sion preparations by CBS News. The net- 
work was atlempting to film a documen- 
tary on the military coup’ being -planned 


- by an alliance of Haitian and Cuban ex- 
iles. The. Haitians wanted to tcpple 


Francois, (Papa Doc) Duvalier; the 
Cubans wanted to establish an anti-Cas- 
tro base in Haiti.. CBS was steered into’ 
- the project by Andrew St: George, ‘a free- 


Jance journalist-adventurer. who also in- ~ 
troduced Producer Jay McMullen to. Wer- . 
: Bell in the process. wes 


‘The network. ‘afir spending: ipwards 


of 3170.000 on the proposed documentary, 


Project: Nassau, decided to scrap it. “As 
it_ is,” a CBS News vice president wrote 


in a Dec. 13, 1966. memo, “we see simply . 


‘the non-adventurés of a rag-tag crew next - 


to whom. Duvalier bimself fooks: good, a. 
gang openly flouting UC. S. law, in the sna . 


to no purpose. 
The answers to “why” WerBeil got in- 


volved are, in the language of the sub- 
committee report, “at variance” with 


each other: wg 
JAnswer No. f°... ft fele then and I 


feel now, and [| will always feel that any 


effort or any activity that any American —- 


can give to a group that is attempting to 
kill the boil and cancer of communism in 
the Western Hemisphere deserves every 
effort. This was my fundamental reason 
for going into it. This was why I agreed to 
assist them and why I did everything I 
could to assist them up to the point 
where I felt the whole program was ridicu- 
lous.” . 

Answer No. 2: ‘'l took this whole proj- 
ect as a rather entertaining ‘comedy. I'm 
afraid [| approached it in this connection 
and | continued to do so. { felt that this 
was a@ Very amateurish attempt at some- 


_ thing which [ didn’t know really what 


was going on, and it was an interlude of 
entertainment as far as I'm concerned.” 
. The role he. played is also unclear. 
.From the point that CBS entered the sit- 
uation in May of 1966. WerBell appeared 
at various times to be a network consul- 
tant, a CIA operative. a CIA operative 
impostor, a leader of the invasion, a U.S. 
fovernment spy on the invasion, a gun- 


‘runner and a wired-tor-sound observer in 
an attempt to shake down the Haitian 


consul in Miami for $200,000 io call off 
the invasion. 7 
Suffice it to say that the entire episode 
was typified by the fact that the 68-foot 
sloop Poor Richard, a beat WerBell had 
leased for the expedition, was repossessed 
while Werdell and others had it docked 
at the Ocean Reef motel in Key Largo. 
“The. hoat never had anything on it ex- 


"y oo ea 


: 


“cept'a, few-good, long drinkirig sessions,” -° 


WerBell told congressmen.” 


Nevertheless, the US. government : 


raided the training area for the would-be 
invaders, seized their arms and arrested 
them in January, 1967, about two months 
after WerBell h..d gone home. -Seven per- 
sons were indicted for conspiring to vio- 
late U.S. neutrality laws — including 
WerBeil. “Charges . against WerBeli, 
_ however, were dropped on orders of 
: then- Attorney -General Ramscy. Clark. 


~ . WerBell now - declines to discuss the 


mechanics of how the charges ngoinst 
him were dropped, except lo- say that he 
was “in constant contact with the govern- 
ment” during his participation in. the in- 
_ vasion altempt and that he “did nothing 
wrong.” In 1979, however. WerBell told 
an.Atiants magazine writer, “When you 
work for the company, they take care of 
you" : ; 
“The company” is generally used asa 


euphemism for the Central Intelligence 


Agency — an arm of government WerBell | 


says now he has never had anything to do 
with, except to sell it some guns. The 
company he was talking about, he says, 
was CBS. Over the years, however, Wer- 
Bell has spoken often. of his association 
‘with the Company. Producer MeMaullen 
quoted WerBell to the congressmen as say- 
ing he had “previous experience’ with “the 
' company:” “And when I asked him what 

company he meant, he said the CIA,” Me- 
Mullen said. 


“Everybody always gets that impression | 


about any goddam th:ng we do,” WerBell 
says. It is a conclusion that ig neither 
difficult nor illogical. It may not, however, 
be accurate. ; 

But what, then, was Mitch WerBell. 
wearing camouflage fatigues and a shoul. 
der-holstered rocket pistol, doing in the 
lead tank — which is where he claims he 
was —.in the Dominican Republic that 
summer of 1965 as government forces dou- 
ble-timed it to the -Ozama River? The 
tanks were attempting to capture as much 
territory as possible before a noon cease- 
fire took effect: instead, they were beaten 
back by ill-armed rebels at the bridge. 


TROPIC —Iuty 1: 1373 


Yor what’ wrag 


1968. with what WerBell claims was “the 


simulated-rank of major-general” supplied 


” by the U.S. Air Force as he demonstrated 


his : firm’s revolutionary silenced sub- 
machine gun to a South Vietnamese gener- 
al? 

To questions such as these, WerBell’s 
standard reply is. “I guess I'm just lucky.” 
Mure than just luck, however, WerBell’s 
propensity for being in‘the crucial place 
at the crucial time seems to stem from a 
combination of machismo, the profit mo- 
tive, a knack for developing suns otly rad- 
ical weaponry and a plug-in to the Oid Boy 
Network. 

The Old Boy Network — “And don’t you 
ever kid yourself that there isn't such 8 
thing,” says WerBell — is the cloak-and- 
dagger types answer to the union hiring 
hall. It is a loosely structured help want- 
ed-situatiun wanted grapevine. “I became 
friends with a bunch of guys who are now 
four- and five-star generals,” recalls Wer- 
Bell of his days as an OSS captain behind 
Japanese fines in World War 1. . 


Mee morabitia of the OSS days and sub- 
sequent adventures hang in WerBell’s 
home and in his psyche. The walls of both 
his upstairs den and’ downstairs ‘‘war 
room" are decorated with dozens of hunt- 
ing (upstairs) and military (downstairs) 
weapons. Six unsheathed swords are 
mounted cn the door of the liquor cabinet. 
Two glass display cases in the den, each 
locked, contain handguns ranging. from 
standard .45 automatics to single-shot 
assassination pistols. Daggers, bayonets 
and throwing knives -fill the in-between 
spares as bric-a-brac. Photographs of 
short, slant-eyed generals hang on wails 
and stand on tables. Between two wild boar 
heads above the den entrance is a framed 
certificate from the Vietnamese Airborne. 

The biggest war souvenir, though, isn't 
on WerBell's wall. [t is in his head — the 
way a man of 55 acts after more than 20 
years of being in and on the fringes of vio- 
ient conflicts. Some of it, obviously, is 
affectation. Some of it is genuine. And 
some of it just seems strange to 4n outsider 


doing in. Vietnam: in. 
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Butterflies’ 


. Gleaming’ colorful glass butter: 
thes. ‘deat tor sliding doors, windows 
and shower does, Dutting sitet othe 
actual size. Green, yellow, Sue and 
amber. Apply using any Clear epoxy. 
Add 50¢ ‘for handling. 


-- Helps S Shrink § Swelling Of 
Hemorrhoidal Tissues Caused By 


_ Inflammation And {Infection . 


Givés Promp!, Temporary Relief in Many Cases 
Als Give ‘Pain and. Buning Itch in Such ee a 


“There's an exclusive forraal ian. | ington, D.C. and | 
sthich: actually ‘helps, abrink. the | -Medical ‘Center ahe e 
infu true‘in many Cases. : . 
The medication used. by doctors 
in these tests was Preparation H® 
—the same exclusive. formula you: 
can buy at any drug counter with- 
out a prescription. Preparation H 
also lubricates the affected area 
to protect the inflamed, irritated 
surface.and so helps make bowel 
movements more comfortable. 
There iy no other formula like 
Preparation H. In ointment or 
a “ppository. form. 


_ Many caves the first apaifeationa 

‘give prompt, temporary ‘reliel | 
“: from itching and psin in hemor- 
rhoidal tiaszes, 

The. safferer first notices relief 
from‘ such painful discomfort. 
Then this medication ‘helps to 
gently reduce swelling of hemor- 
rhoidal tissues. Tests conducted 
by doctors on hundreds of pa- 
tients in New York City, Wash- 
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A At Your Favorite Store 


By Pun feseavanons « GOLF om case 
: ALL 1-8137465-3993 
cout ECT MIAMI 1-303/858- 1641 


Thus the sincere man does not 
do or say that which he would he). 
ashamed of were it brought to light. 
His uprightness of spirit enables 
_ him to walk upright and confident 
among his fellowmen. His presence 
"18 a SEONE protection, and his words 
are direct and powerful because they 
are true. Whatever may be his work, 
H prospers. - James Allen 
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it secms that everyone associated win WerBril takes gua wv hand for target 
pract:ce al one time ev ancther. Bennett Sinthif, charrmaa cf the board af 
Detense Systems International, plays marksman aith @ handgun 


POWDER KEG 


Contaped 
i 


to the world of a fellow like’ Mitch Wi erBell. 
- But there it is: the bush jacket and the 


monacle. The belt buckle that conceals a | 


“survival kmife.”” The electronic gate and 
the two guard dogs, a German shepherd 
named. Fritz and a Doberman called Mal 


‘(for EVil)The électroiiic sweep by the two 
-phoines to detect transmitting or bugging 


devices. The Scotch whisky, ‘poured neat 
— no water, noice. 


- Wears drifted- into his: -present tine of 


work. during the mid-1950s after‘a’ bitef but 


- ‘flourishing ‘post. ‘War career in: advertising; . 
“he joined and rose to: the head of the ad- 
vertising department “of Richi’s, ‘a major 


Atlanta departiaent store. He then found- 
ed his own ad firm. His first step was to get 
inv olved in international public relations 
and anti-conmunism: one of his clients, he 
says, was th Batista government. From 
there, ‘he eased into the arms and intrigue 
business: 

WerBell’s talent for designing weapons 


recalls thut of Q., 
cret Service armorer for lan Fleming’s 


Auper-spy, James Bond, At his Powder _ 
. Springs-retrea*;--WerBell-haa“designed’ a. ~ 


submachine gun disguised as a briefcase, 
an effective noise-and-flash suppressor for 
automatic weapons, a cigar that fires a cin- 
gle bullet and a swagger stick that is actu- 
ally a mini-rocket launcher. 


WerBell’s sorties into strife-torn arvas . 


&ppear at times to be merely the business 
trips of a traveling salesman whose line 


happens to be machine guns. At other ; 


times, however — such as during the Do- 
minican revolt and in Thailand — his pur- 
pose seems to be less clear. 

His gullet warmed by a few gulps of neat 


whisky, WerBell will recount some of these 


past adventures, albeit reluctantly and in 
vague terms becaus? of the new, saber 
image he ia attempting to project. But as 
the camouflage outfit hangs next to the 


. dark suit in WerBell’s closet, the flam- 
- boyance of the old gunrunning and tank- 


riding Mitch WerBell every ‘now and then 
surfaces in the behavior of the conservative 


-Reopolitical advisor. Mitchell L. WerBell 
HI 


. While in London recently, as Parliament 


prepared for the final vote endorsing Baha- 
mian independence. WerBell. let it be 
known to a reporter for the Londun Daily 
Mirror (circulation five million) that he 
was: 1) four-square for the cause of the 


Council for a Free Abacy, and 2) récruiting’ 


British mercenaries “for a project I have in 
mind.” Abaco? “Who said it was Abaco?" 
said WerBell. The fruit of the interview 


WILLIAM 2 AMLONG 6 a Herald staff writer, - 


- eenaries.” 


tho’ ‘fictinnal Oritiagh Se. - ° 


was a front-page story headlined: “Mutiny 
in Paradise... The Island That Wants to 
Stay British . ..-A Call Goes Out fur Mer- 


-' Such were the initial tactics in the Bat- 


~ tle of Abaco, a cause that, for awhile in the 


British press, seemed second in anticipated 
ferocity only to the Catholics-vs.-Protes- 
tants strife in Northern Ireland. Joining 
WerBell as a comrade-in-press release was 
Lt.-Col. Colin (Mad Mitch) Mitchell, a 
right-wirig House of Commons member 
and a hero of the Battle of Aden during his 
days with the Argyle & Sutherland 
Highlanders. Mitchell, who was muttering 
tothe British press about-secret missions to 
Abaco and the such, recently visited Wer- 
Bell in Powder Springs, WerBell said. 
‘While there are some people who admire 
flamboyance auch as WerBell’s,. there are 


others wno don’t. Among those others are 


WerBell’s former business associates, a 
group of New York investment bankers 
who bought WerBell and Bennett B. 
Bintliff, an associate, out of the Military 
Armament Corp. (MAC) that the pair had 
founded. ‘‘He's been headline press all over 
England, end we're just s quiet little man- 
ufacturing company,” said Rosser Scott 
Reeves II}, chairman of the board of MAC's 
parent company, Quar.tum Corp. “He's a 
loudmouth. Basically, when vou ‘re dealing 
with 9 country . the COUNTY woud lac iu 
see responsible executives who are discreet, 
who will transact business — not tell war 
stories." : 

Reeves, however, says he doesn't dislike 
WerBell — he just doesn’t want to be 
associated with him in the arms b-siness. 
“I like him a great deal. He's amusing and 
he's a character. But letting him run Colt 
or fetting him run MAC is like turning 
loose a high. school hot- rodder to: run 
General Motors.” 

WerBell and his associates in Powder 
Springs have now reincorporated under the 
name of Defense Systems International 
Inc. and have hired away several of MAC's 
former weapons specialists. They are not 
overly fond of Reeves and his people either. 

“Tunnel vision” is one phrase they use to 
desciibe MAC's Preoccupation with gun. 
sales. , 

Defense Systems International, they 
say, docs not suffer from suck uancl vi- 
sion. They are deeply in 
KoCpoliies — whatever gevpolitics are. 
And from the list of activities that WerBell 
and his partners tick off, geopolitics seems 
to be about anything they want it to be: 
arms sales, military advice, investment 
banking, economic development, security 
work, public relations, international law- 
yering. 

The pedple who hire the firm. WerBell 
Says, “are interested in an organization 
that’s capaole of doing the political, 


. “geopolitical. clandestine and economic op- 
_ erations that we're capable of. We operate 
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~in 22 different countries. If somebody said 
‘to us tomorrow, "We need a complete’ gov- 


"" ernment. 'fro.n-a minister of health to a 
" minister.of welfare tothe guy who presses _ . 


the ‘buttdns ‘to make. the elevator go,” we 
could-do it.” | . 
Just how much demand there is for pre- 


-packaged governments — or how much ca- 


pability Defense Systems International has 


- for providing:them-— is unzertain. What 


the firm would appear tc have an obvious 
capacity for, however, is warfare. [ts presi- 
dent and chief. administrator is WerBell’s 
son-in-law, Paul Routhier, a retired US, 
Air Force lieutenant-colonel who also dou- 
“bles as the company's ait-war expert. On 


“the staff are various other ex-military 


twnes, sanding fom a Marine sergeant to 
several retired colonels. Among its activi- 
ties, says Reuthier, is the sale to smaller, 
U.S.-approved nations of armament pack- 
ages. including not only hardware but also 


training. « 


; Wat Defense Systems International 
does not do, its principals insist, is to make 


wars. or shoot people themselves. If they 
did, they say, they could go to jail for vio- 
lating U.S. neutrality laws. Nur does it sell 
the guns to shoot peaple with, unless the 
U.S. State Department approves, they say. 
And the State Department isn't about to 
approve the sale.of any arms by WerBel! to 
the Abaconian secessienists. No matter, 
says WerHell. “We have no intention of 
arming Abaco in any shape or fashion. 
Anyway, they have more arms down there 
than we have here.” . 

So whys, then, is there a photograph 
Iving about of the Hon. W. E. Errington 
(Eric) Watkins, a member of the Bahami- 
an Partiament from Abaco, clenching a 
_cigar between his teeth and test-lring one 
_of WerBell’s silenced submachine guns? 
The answer may ‘well be far from sinister: 
as a tourist drinks beer when he ‘visits 
Busch Gardens, a visitor to WerHell’s 
house does not nermally leave without fir- 
ing off a clip or two through the machine 


gun. It is an instrument of which WerBell: 


is duly proud: a rapid-fire automatic 
weapon that, when equipned with the si- 
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lencer, makes’ about as mitch noise as an 


electric typewriter, © 0 | 

. The novelty of WerBell’s. weaponry © 
aside, however, there remain the questions” " 
of how WerBell got involved with-the Free _ 
Abaco faction, what he is doing for it and... 
how he is getting paid. 

The leadership of:the Council for.a Free 
Abaco appears to be composed of two mea, 
Watkins and Charles (Ci:uck) Hall. Wat- 
kins, the chairman, isa retired Bahamas 
policeman and former Nassau resident. He 
was elected to the House of Assembly from 
Abaco on the Free National Movement 


ticket last September. He aavehe has ~*~ 
known Werlell for some 20 yearn. Hall, a 


Nassau ‘I'V- and radio-store owner, is a- 
direct descendant of the white Tories who. 
settled Abaco immediately after the Amer- 
ican Revolution rather than be separated __ 
from the British Crown. He saves he was 
referred to WerBell through persons he met . 
while organizing a demonstration against 
allowing Air Cuba to service the Nassau 
airport. “The people [ met there, basically 
right-wing. were able to put me on to Wer- 
Bell.” Hall is secretary of the council, 

With a budget that they wil descnbe ao 
more specifically than to say it is less than 
350,000 and made up entirely of small can- 
tributions from Bahamians, the group is 
paying WerHell and Marger an undisclosed 
fee through Zeta, a dummy corporation 
founded solely for the Abaco venture. Why 
it’ was" necessary to establish such a 
company is unclecr, Of its name, WesBell 
says,-“I think it's Greek for war.” 

But just what the Zeta Co. or Operation 
Zeta — it’s referred to as both — 15.doing 
for the: Ahaconian secessionists 18 some- 


‘what uncertain. So far, there has been 


some lobbying of Parliament in London by 
Marger, a lawyer with U.S. lobbying expe- 
rience and a bacaground in.intemational 
law, but about as un-British a fellow as 
there is. There. have been some saber-rat. - 
tling press releases to the British newspa- 
pers. There have teen conversations with 
Mad Mitch. And there has even been note 


' of the plight of the Abaconian secessionists 


onthe editorial page of the Atlanta 
dournalstheee sympathetic columns 
written by John Crown, a retired Marine 
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officer, and acquaintance.of WerHell’s who 


- independence — on whether to unilaterally 


- tell the world, ‘Here's a country that 
dvesn't want to go this way,’ 


ing on Abaco can be questioned. Many of 


.~" impetus. for the- Free Abaco -movement,- 
....both Pindling and. Minister of Extemal 
_. Affairs Faul Adderly have charged;-comes - 
| from ‘outside the Bahamas. “‘I still think 
“that what they are basically involved in is 


7 read inthe British gress. 


es . anti: ‘communist. A far right- -winger — he 
“ described himself to a newsmun as “to the 


"was present in Cuba exists in the Bahamas 
_. teday,”” he says. ; 


‘ W.-new 3 opinion of the Pindling gov- 
"ernment and of the Bahamas’ politicai cli- Co. 


POWDER KEG 


Pg Continued 


was initroduced to Watkins. There. is also 
sume talk about approaching the Organiza- 
tion of American States and the’ United 
Nations. And about’ a teferendum on 
Abaco duly § — the day, befure Bahamian 


declare Abaco a free naticn. “‘We are put- 
‘ting to bear all our activity and friends to 


oe Wer- 


Bell. 
‘The accuracy of that assessment of feel-— — 


the Abaconians . who originally opposed - 
separation from the Crown. abandoned the 
movement as ‘fruitless in December, when 
the, British government decreed that the 
Bahamas — all of the Bahamas — would 
becume independent. Nor was there ever _ 
complete opposition throughout Abaco to 
the Pindling government and indepen- 
dence: of the two Parliament. members 
‘elected’ by the isiand’s 6,500 residents, the 
one other than- Watkins isa Pindling sup- 
“porter and a backer of “independence. The 


the, stcaling of land,” Adderly said in a | 
recent interview. And indeed, the majority 
of the people on Abaco know very little of 
WerBell and Marger outside of what they 


Ww erBell says his‘ motivations are strictly 


right of Attila the Hun" :-— WerBell sees 
the Bahamas ag islands ripe for commu- 
nism, “Every goddam single symptem that © 


‘mate is one which meny observers of the . ~- 
Bahamas do not share. Although the over- 
whelming majority of the islanders are 
black and have become very assertive con- 
cerning racial equality during the past de- ¢ 
cade or so, the Banamas have teen deeply * 
influenced by English tradition. The © 
Anglican and Baptist Churches, both con- ‘ 
servative institutions, are heavily repre- 
sented. And the U.S. government is 
ardently courting Pindling as a friend. 

But WerBell, son and heir of a Cossack 
colonel, sees-the rise of Bolshevism where . 
others see the peaceful emergence of a new 
democratic naticn. And the question is 
whether or not to take him seriously as he 
sits in Powder Springs with his bush jacket - 
and walrus moustache, talking of hiring 
mercenaries and of naming a company 
after what he thinks is the Greek letter 
meaning war. | 

The State Department, meanwhile, is 
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keeping a close watch. “You can't writea ot 

man off as aclown.”’ said one source, “if he RA 

has a warehouse full of arms. We take him a 

seriously enough to want to know what he’s ra 

“up to. {7 ox . 
“ 3 -* 
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‘-Headquarter's Traces on the ‘Military Armauent_Corporation. 
acHomeiccutD- REFINES YR ONS Stared i Paragraph Three | , 
Reference: ut 17 May 1973. 


-.. 1. There are no Headquarter's traces on Dr. George A. Winkler, 
but there are traces on, the Military Armament Corporation and its 
Board Chairman, Mr. Mitchell Livingston WerBell III (201-259910).. 

In 1967 WerBell organized a firm called SIONICS, Incorporated 
(Studies in Operational Negation of Insugency and-Counter Subversion), 

-Specializing in producing silencers. In 1970, Werbell Bskged with. — 
Quantum Ordnance Bankers and the new firm was named the Military — 
Armament Corporation’ with kerBell-as Chairman of the Board. 


_ ,2. “WerBell-was born.:on.8 March 1918 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
He’ served in: the OSS’ and:was ‘of interest to BKHERALD in 1959 when it 
was discovered-that.he was involved :with anti+Castro plotters in 
‘the Dominican Republic. -He was granted a POA in August 1959 but this 
. Was cancelled in. October .1959:.when his information proved to be of 
sf Lattle: value and it..was ‘suspected that he was using ‘BKHERALD funds 


‘to promote personal interests. He has subsequently attempted to 

~ pass himself as LNBUZZ connected. and as a BKHERALD employee. Mr. 
-WerBell's lengthy.201 file shows a long history of his appearing in 
areas’and situations where he can make a fast buck.. He is character-. 
ized as unscrupulous, a "wheeler dealer", and a promotor of grandiose 
schemes. WOTACK advises that the arms WerBell offers for sale are 

of good quality, but that the selling price is considered excessive. 


3. In that Mr. WerBell is a WODUAL citizen, the above infor- 

| Gation shculd not be. passed to CGPAT/1. ‘However, the Station could 

. inform CGPAT/1 that ‘the Military Armament Corporation has an unsavory 
reputation and, although it may have permission from NVIDEA to export 

“p-arms; -it- has’ no LNBUZZ connections and that any dealings with the 
_€orporation should be approached with extreme caution. 


Luther S, PENAGELIA 


Distribution: | vies 
Orig § 1-COS, a 


. jin = 
i a ea es 


(RGSS REFERENCE TO TT SEPATCH SYMBOL AND NUMBER [oar oo 


AQPW 240 ; 29 May 73_ 


| 
Js [ARERR oa Ma 
| 


GASSHATION {eas Fe RUMEER 


SECRET - sete oere 


ORIGINATING 


Distribution: 


1-AF/S ‘ CUORUINATING 
1-AF/5 Chron | ee Dale 
gn crops 32-5 FO _| 
* iw ae as ] 
f: Ye : : { : ERED 
Wy f Xe (Ra pe er a ee } 
Ly | Meee ie rh Saisie nee ae oo 


-| SEHCE Src j OST; , i¢ —< 


ao ; rs 
Foey 53 USE PREVIOUS EDITION, 7 Bey Dp f § PAT ¢ Hl 
: MFG, a '2 . 


. \ i 
C/ | RELEASING. — = 
ae aA Sante 4 ry 


4 
a 
‘4 
B 


Sa cc 

| Chief of Station, Wi/Micai | Sie wales 
isto Soo ae Sept as ate ee Cane ae a low Quatititd MS 

| : : icy JUDGE INDEXING 

! #20 : : j z , Sp pe ae ee Nee ete : 

be eee: Western: ‘Hemisphere Division a eer ; 

lee o VWVAPOR/Mitchel1 Livingston Werbell ILI : . 

rage AGON Etuute ir Sigh tS se = ca 

\ _ ACTION | REQUI RED FYI 

| fas Forwarded under separate cover is a report 


from LNERGO dated 12 September 1973 on Subject. - . 
Louise B. PERLBINDER ~ 


Attachment: vee 


Distribution: . ey ina 
Orig. . 1. cos, WH/Miaai, watt, aIste: 


E2 IMPDET CL BY: ~ 019222..0.-2..-}-- 


RECORD COPY | - 
(HOSS REFERENCE 10 a j SO7AIEN SeHBOL ANG NuWetR : Dale ; i 
== | _UFPW- 784 Typed: 12 October 1973 
i ; CLASSIFICATION [was fcc HUMOR 
| SECRET Vii01- 0259910 
> ORIGINATING 
oe : TRE sateen TP Ist 1Oxd 
1 - 201- 0259910 | WH/7/Cat P tar 4133/] 249 
i COORDINATING | ; 
1 - WH/7/Car Chrone -TCHCE SIMEOE DATE wa OFFICER'S NAME 
eae Ct 
pepe or eee ’ 
é —— | 
| 


fans SHAE SYMBOL {ate reste ale 


AC/WH/7 . 


USE PREV:OUS EDITION. 


eave Goi, MFG. 8-72 


< i. E a teens 
S ao ; RSG) = 


14-00000 


te auc seRIeSTUET sea ns aot. 


SWNALCENICR USE OME - 


ace : co ace tose we 
OMNF @ 0 it] it) 
CLasswrcances 
SE CRET . is 
STAFF 403830 
CONF: wt B INFO: FILE: cissewov: 3G 
PER 28 


TO: UH/MIANT. ie 


Y : 
Vl ne eh 
NUVAPOR | ; ’ ar E5919 SS 

Le FOLLOUING SunnaRy STATE 60534 33d DATED 27 APRIL. 2923 {POUCHING 


Copy}: | = 
Ke: BRITISH EnBorr WASHINGTON GAVE NOTE 70 DEPARTMENT. ON BEHALF. © 
OF BAHAMAS GovT ‘cGoar> ON 2? APRIL 1973 RE NEU. REPORTS IN UNITED 
_ KINGDOM CONCERNING Tuo PEOPLE INVOLVED ANTI- BAHAMAS INDEPENDENCE 
ACTIVITIES. REPORTS IDENTIFY TWO PEOPLE AS U.S. CITIZENS. THEY ARE 
EDUIN “NAR GER. Forty- -FOUR YEAR OLD ATTORNEY, UHO CLAINS REPRE- 
ee 2 seit "COUNCTL FOR AFREE ABACO." AND MITCHEL BELL. £9003 Frery- 
se TWE veaR OLD ARMS DEALER. GOBI HAS UNCONFIRMED INFO THAT MARGER IS 
FLORIDA ATTORNEY AND BELL PRESIDENT O° DEFENSE SYSTEMS INTERNATIONAL 
INC, POUDER SPRING, GEORGIA. "COUNCIL FOR A FREE ABACO" URKNOUN To 


‘Goer. 
8. NEWS REPORTS SAY BOTH NEN ARRIVED UK CLAIMING REPRESENT 
CITIZENS WHO WANT REMAIN BRITISH, AND INTERESTED HIRING SRITISH EN 


CENARIES THO NEITHER MAN SAID MERCENABRIES INTENDED FOR lim 7 _ 


CATE: 

ORIG: ' ; Pee : Lee oe : : : 

UNIT: . - Sa ; : 

en ee acon Ee WANA 

{RECORD ¢ R. Ge. G9 TE Reece 
ee ed eee. SOR PITe 
MCL828.~O OPecen COSCO naTIMa CoE eas BUTSE STIS aT crmcan 
Teassenerce | ; REPROOUCTION BY OTHER THAN THE ISSU!NG OFFICE IS PROHISITED £ 2. IMPOET 


SECRET cL BY: 


4-00000 


7 a 
Ae ie rinse Leifer Ww bey DUA. . PEG ttc wun mutes Ww eur SO Le ep 


lS ee SY es: Sinevee rer: gun slow! wireuttien tenes STR ALAGR 
‘OUTGOING MESSAGE . 


sic wai eunres Gee bale ‘ 
: , aca “co ace roe nc. “a0 oa 
on ou uo #0 


ANS FAT 


s eC RET OC. Stig Parekh 
STAFE os 8” pTREcaToR Sag | 
CONF: (NFO: Fite Fines 7) DISSEM BY: 
n ‘DO smcen Oo nO DOSE ‘ . , fe 3 oe ; PER # 


D wtrmso ve 

Die GOBI. REPORTED: THIS INFO. SINCE ACTIVITIES, IF TSUES NIGHT 
_ConSTITUTE CRIMINAL CONSPIRACY AGAINST GOBI. . 

De COE REQUESTS U. -Se GOVT INQUIRE INTO CON IDUCT THESE TWO NEN 


RE REPORTED ACTIVITIES: AGAINST. GOBI> TAKING ACTION AS NECESBSARY« 


ool STATE (GOHMENT.’ “LABELLED FYI? ARMS’ DEALER Is MITCHEL u €. R~ 


Ne ee Ee a 8 Et Le OF POUDER “SPRING GEORGIA. WHO KNOWN TO DEPARTMENT AS AdVEN-" 
END FYE. 


‘@- FOLLOWING SUMMARY NASSAU SHB DATED 22 APRIL 1973 {POUCHING 
= COPYRae eee te Gg, Meee 


hte rr ues. 2 Ae “WEN EXT AFF. AD D/E R L.E.Y GAVE-INFO--Copy-sTATE-a0sae 70 


ENBOFF: IN NASSAU WITH COMMENT THAT GOST NOT ASKING UK AUT HORITIES TAKE 


ANY “ACTION AGAINST U.S. CITIZENS. 
8. ADDERLEY SATD ABACO LEADER LEONARD TESH OM P S ON AND NR. 
STR A T. Tt 0 Na ONE: OF MAIN EVAUE TAL BACKERS OF ABACO MOVEMENT, ae 
"ASSURED PM RECENTLY THEY NOT SUPPORTING SECESSION THROUGH VIOLENCE. . 


{ENGOFF COMMENT: THIS IN LINE WITH INFO RECEIVED THAT MODERATE: ELE- 
MENTS ON ABACO. DESASSOCTATING FRon EXTREMNISTS AROUND ERRINGTON UATKING - 
’ DATE: ‘ 
ORIG: 
UNIT: . . 
ExT: 

eres e e 2 4 ° 
~ f 6: ad bd ) o « 2 

. i . es « °00' 1. @ “~2e o oY 
POLE eer COOPER COCROINAT NS Orecens « e eo. purge grcanna orrcen 

REAR Seo 5 : REPRODUCTION B| SOTHER THAN THE SSSYING OF RFICE IS megrign wy priate S2. iMPOET 
ie ° ct ay: 


TURER | uo THVOLVED IN SIMILAR ACTIVITIES, IN “OTHER CARI3BEAN COUNTRIES. | 


a A eS ose Sa 


ay syle ATR Arg ORE oct ndy achat aban cdeetngs thes tn Gg ews, 


Fr os reer Himeatee eevee wee Te 86 A EK. WRAE” ne aE RS SAL Lenk 


eo ee oe 


" 
ne ete ne 
. ie eed 


OUTGOING TESSAGE. | LAG 


° 


' $igsac CENTER USE OMY 


ace cos ace roe me a) 


onF O OO 2 G oOo a@Q: 
Jo ee a ee a ee re ; 


STAFF ; 
CunF: _ NFO: | FILE 


‘0 mOEn a NO DOR 
OD mrum re 
B “wens 


BC. NASSAU’ "GUARDIAN". 27 APRIL. 4973. HAS CABINET OFFICE PRESS. 
RELEASE UITH NOTE TEXT. AND REPORTS THAT ABACO ERRINGTON UATKINS AND 


FRIEND CHARLES CHUCK" H A L Ls IN LONI LONDON SEEKING SUPPORT TOR 


7 De 
OR THAT: HE WOULD: RESORT TC OR CONDONE . VIOLENCE s 
HAVE BAHAMAS INDEPENDENCE BILL AMENDED TO EXCLUDE INDEPENDE NCE FOR : 
ABACO AND SAID WILL DO EVERYTHING LEGALLY, .AND. CONSTITUTIONALLY TO 


ACHIEVE WISHES AND DESIRES oF PEOPLE. UATKINS SAID GOBI CHARGES UERE 
EFFORT TO DISCREDIT HIN. . | 
E. DEPARTMENT COMMENT: PROMPT RELEASE OF. NOTE TO LOCAL PRESS 


aND RADIO SUGGESTS IT EXERCISE FOR INTERNAL POLITICAL CONSLAFTION.® . 
3- POUCHING SUMMARY EXTENSIVE FILE ON UERBELC {201-259920}. 


W. FILE aol- peal kde E2 IMPDET.d 


COUNCIL FOR A FREE ABACO.S foe a 2 ae 2 a 
SANE ISSUE. HAS UATKINS"S: ‘DENTAL He In ‘LONDON FoR HeRCENARIES”: 
HE SAID HE LOBBYING.” = bar 


“pate:e MAY 14.973. é , ve be 
* _ . GRIG! > KMS . Be, iets / WN : 
units UH/ 2/7 CAR oe : ‘\ EX 
‘7 ext: P493/L956° 


i La ~ , : a . eo 
een 2.51 ee 
SUTHENTCAT Me COCR 


SC AC/UHD . 
BU CARmS COACLA COOFO-NaTING ovrcens 
_ .iMPOET 
CL BY:829722 


.. REPRODUCTION BY OTHER THAN THE ASSU: NS OFFICE 15 FROWIGITED, _€& 2 


PLO ati se 


: "Secret 2 


: ie ln OCH E | a 
| parka! Lungshen (verb i * 


mses pt 


“pel jai’ sok 7 Sag, fa 
f£ e/ Lid) na W714. ng.e. are 


= 2iG REAT ie #6 K ereara) * 


PPT ART en ent anne he 


een ors dina, og MACE? OE PBEM NTYT. o utinuly 


Why 
idge] 
FE ppt Bre 


14-00000 


de og ni 0 Se plete, ba: oe 
fe ont Balti Marge 
eo ae 2 ie a a patchell bin nee ; 

- ak Cee as he Soe aE. Mie ee 


ee 


& 
Fd 
= 
3 
4 
& 
‘ 
e 
3 
cs 
‘ 
a 
G 
eg 
a 
a 
& 
Fa 
ES 


wereey 


i rei 
eae 


setae 


. 


ey 


SEPT IA, 
i) 


14-00000 


ere Race Ab ER AY Oe Pts! 


Sper ee 


DTG: 
: Caart- te Onsite oats 327 - 
Jeon eferhGe mee ose varia AY BAD 


EP INPLEt 
Cho uve &sse?2 


Se ne ES HE eR enter se pe 


, fy yshaeay 
a TIE Revcne 


LY. OF! pentane ; 
rr stb oT) 


HAS LONG MISTERY PopPIis UP Ih ARCAS PD STHUAT TOW ERE CAN MAKE 


FEU FAST BitCKSe HE CHARACTERIZED AS UESCKUPLLIUS. UNEELER DCALER 
ind PHOMOTGR OF CRANDIESE SChEHES. OkE OF CF CEATIONAL BRcsy Lb 


eS 


ROPGOLIC ANB OF FENG PHGVITDE ONTECLT USTA Tere ON Levcbhurian 


ACTIVETICS TH CARXGCEAR. HO CRALTOD POA Tie AUCUST RNS Gut Tha’ 


SPs PTR SUSPECTED THAT HE LE ELG UETARET FUNES 79 PROUETE PLAS Tis 


TSIS. HE GORW G iar Sotse Pinay PENS 


he RUST HAS NPEUY CAST VEU YEARS PISCLALNLSS UENNCUL id 


ui 


HAS REPEATED Y AGVENPTSo ERSOTO CLLR AS ROP OF Laturk Aud acicucy. 


| Lt paovaces THAT SEQESb YET CAUARGO ANS POEVES ee ERE ay TON 
‘or =: ae Crea Cok as Cee 


« fo Bara 9 1 Ccaan NT 


HEP GSU PA COANE Mk y DD ut ak pubes CASTRG PLOYVERS TH METNIcdin | 


Sees ae eee ee Ae wre oo 


4 


‘ 


a 
} 
i 
i 


OSE LATS 12 


ee rina Smt eae Ned es Big 


ww ‘pe. va Oak 


ser ToisALS: 6 


7 ne 


tome 


“Date pasa) ; 2 : so 


wee YA BEENE ia ree ee 


pe! ide ste dated oe 
/< Meedls gi? 


eal fh eke 


pl yerbell af 
wf Mar Hac oh vies) a 


Hiss OL. 


i 


Se paket a 8 an . poe es i F 
Sel. eee ; Rees ae sea cl 3 Cu ty haar eS i nr 
' ‘ 4 SENG AND mete: 7) oe reer a. . ~ : 
{oe ere: 
Jona K. Greaney . bt a ee ee, Oe 
: Assistant Gezeral- Counsel j PS2L 8 November 197. i 
TO: (Ofer devigrition, room umber,” ond | 


Biesiding) 


DD iP 


~~ 3634 Hass ; 


-DD/SEC 
4E60 Has. 


T : 


2 GERCIRS + Comments iNweber sock cemmea? tc tuum Kem whom 
3 | tw whom, Draw @ te exrcat cowie alter 9och, comment) 


tare: and iind nothing classi- 
fied. “I feel, however, it would be 
advisable for Exriai Geiss to sign 
‘the reply since WerBell's counsel 


ck ave reviewed the-attached 


“}has sent me written interrogatoz=. 


i) ies in this PY ceeaitae 
eee 


CONCURRENCE: 


per ere 


4 | Deputy Director for Plans 


PIDENTIAS THIN, UL SSiFLE 


Lawrence R. averse. 
General Counsel 


Pema 


‘ 


PP bye trie pty oan Se rar Monae claus. case bw itnesereccdMest: uarees 


ot 


awit, Fl 222. 


; hy we 4 él ‘is osbale_ 


os 


ey ali e 


im 
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
i ate ASHINwION, O:C. 26502 


OGC 71-1618 . 
“LA NOV 971 
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Director, Information 
amie! gues . Security Division 
eg Department of canes 

pe Vasnuapronis: Cc. 20301 
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es Oe ig OSD No. 69 59 
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Dear Mx. Henretta:- 
ee Deets. ae 5 am returaing serewith the interrogatories mane 
ee “with your letter of October 26, 1971 and which I have executed 
defore a Notary Public as requested. 
es Since the xerox copy of Mr. Joseph Liebling's lettea 
Cid not contain some of the formalities that were in the 
oviginal, I have noted this in my answer to Interrogatory II 


IT trust this takes care of what you need. 


Very truly yours, 
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Lawrence R. Houston 
‘General Counsel 


_Zxcl. - Interrogatories 
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: Lawrence R. Houston, Esquire Pet SE aha 
. ANSWERS. _ Central Intelligence Agency ° 
-* + Washingtoa, D. C. * 20505 : 
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ATION =o: Jona NeConnell - : 
'.. John Geeany (OCC) 
Sasi Miani ‘Field Oftice 


Mitchel Livinséton Wexbel2, IIt 


Ye Ca. 9 Nar: 71 we: s tecetved a. Yong. dtetonce call, préesusably fren Powder 
eoutne. Georgia, fron. subject, who is an old and uasavory-coatact of this 
. office..dating froa 1959. Werbell. has beén involved in a variety’ of scrapes, 
the . ‘latest of which concerned. an- abortive invasion of Haiti. which Jona Greany 


Was: very ‘eich’ concerned about’ a year or s0 ago. 


: erbell stated “that: the. Depertsent of Defense had just ‘revived’ his” 
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way of interceding for hia with the DOD, and we informed him bluatly and in 
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We. inforaed ‘Rin that it was up to his ieorney: to make such recommendations. 
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Upasardias an alleged forthcozing attempt on Haiti which is being sponsored by 
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.. prison, Wwe told Werbell that if he wished to pass any inforration along we 
would accept it hut under‘no circumstances should ha attexpt to eli¢it any 
information on our behalf. He agreéd that he would operate oa this basis and 
said he might be in touch with us again. 
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plans te set up. an-anti-Crs side. the hotel, wirere Aieri- | 

an. tri bassy Officials ncgoti-, .. 

base In Haiti; and beth ‘ated gufe conduct. “He was! 
levacusted by hecicopier Ao a 

au crican i ae rt had {US. warship. 

allege : A to ship! “phe 7 is Sa cea 
froin Ate! e Communist movement’ 

Sa has ectustty defeated itself" y. 

ce iby forcing the United States! 

ito arlogt ih a firm policy,” 


iting an" catrory: 35-06 
rete” in ‘the anti Castre 


during the 1s 
-terven! 
olttion, 

Mitchell Livinzsien on 


IH, viée president ef Sienics,.at the tise of the indict 
fe had sass 


Both ts 
bel ne the: Marathon 
‘eurred befare Wer 
Brown founded patie 


fn 


and manuf. + firu, was, 
indicted 22 years ago on’ hez $ 
- charges of ¥ fa fedyral act 
law forbid: ration ss) UW Vm called uy; 
a military ex ‘figit Communists in t 
friendly nation & es 
territory. 
"The indictinent 22 

t-wing 


Bell and six others was made: ) inv d 
F ¢ 

afler customs agents raided an os ? 7 wh Vietnam: had hat 

island camp ne : ‘capons sent to Pe di 


Tis, where they se n fer luberatoryt 
arsenal of wecpens Sud [ounce sicea Newsman 
79 baltle-cled exiics and Amer: 
. feans. 
Not on Island feretitcd, 
7 ‘ bwounded Ameri 
Werbel hi 
seut of a bulle 
the island at tne time of the /Sauto Da 
raid. iMis:ni He photozre 
Only four weeks 2 Kennedy, had been aevi-t 
WerBell was zeeuscd, the US.! wounded by US. 
-atturncy in announced TRY 
the cho 


missed von 


inves 
sin nahn 2 cme 
crmis fromm Viel 
denied reports 
Ss were 


ainst Wer- 


verninen 
penia 


In the Domin 


fwas net oa 


re 


ce Viet ArmsShi pment to Fla, Aired I 


By Bruce Gaiphin . Col) ‘Pau! Marriott and- made: pressors monufactured by ‘his , 


Washinston Sallweter "a scap-goat of him. Marriott : ov ; 5 p 
Prareeiy pe l—aAn Abedin even know about it” cs Se ue ne ak ee he 
Janta weapons manufactur: Marriott, chief assistant of e pe oaa Sa ae tae 
apon: : Vithe “Fglin’ Arincment Labora (C80 oo ganicalions and -military 
sald today uhal he and not an FY, is undér davestigation or (Officials gave him guns. - 
Air Force officer was responsi- 
ble for three now<ontrover- Tae Air Force has not yet re-sested in testing the Sionics 
sial shipments of small Arins tessed a report on findings of ‘suppressors on. captured Rus. 
from Victnam to Eglin Air its investization. iSian-desizned AK-47 Machine 
Force Base, Fia, a Werbell is vice president of suns, and that he sent a crate 
And, said the businessman, ‘Sig. ics, an Atlanta wéapons:back to the States via Eglin. 
Mitchell L. Werbe!l HI, “We cresearch and manufacturing They were Officially regis. 
were trying to do a favor for company. itered, were celivered to At 
everybody. epee ern « tee He-lsaid “he spert time in lanta and are now “in vazious 
-” t's ‘a shame” they have ‘Vietnam Supervising the test. staces of Uisdssembly In our 
taken a nice officer like (Lt ing ef flash and Sound sup- Jiboratory,” he stated. : 


a 


——____ 


wn shis rf oe : oS 7 a oe Dee aez ber VIE? 


role-in the-gun shipments. | Wetbéll said he was Inter. { 


Fore NC, 
eee ig) 


MEMORANDUM FOR =e clon.’ Joseph J, Liebling : 


WerBell'g lawyer, 
_ line before, 
Have, Vho was tried in Eurfato in 2936 for. 
“flying B~25s to Portugs without export licenses, 
Marger Ceveloned the theory that these fliznts 
-had CIA apzroval and supnozt, 
untrue as-wo testified gs the tria:, but Maryer: 
scemed Convinced that he had 4 Case, 
to be easily CoOaVInceg by his: Clients, 


SS tein aa 
CGC.7-oaNg | 


(rend HO") 


You may already Know it, but if you do not; 
Edwin Marzer, has taken this 


o 


Re wag Counsel] for 2 British Pilot, 


This. wag totally 


He Seems 


Let me know ifyou want anything more,. 


s/Larry 


23 chiuary 1971 
ADATE) 
wets : 


7 
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. and based on all the information available, the answer is ''No" 
“tor each of your questions numbered 1 through 6. — 


a, 


ee |  -OGE 71-0248 
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY: : 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555 : 


23 February 1971 


The Honorable Joseph J. Liebling. 

Deputy Assiste nt. Secretary of Defense’ . Ae 
(Security Policy) 0 2.0005. Yes 

Department of Defense ORY te ENE Nee gp PER 

Washington, D. C. 20301 — 


Dear Mr. Liebliag: 


Re: -WerBell, Mitchell L., peed 


In response to your letter. of 16 February 1971 concerning 


Mr. Mitchell L. WerBell, Ill's alleged-affiliation with the Central 


Intelligence Agency, we have investigated the matter thoroughly, 
5! e ragency 4 gnay 


You should be advised that Mr. WerBell voluntarily con- 
tacteé a represeniative of the Central Intelligence Agency's 
Domestic Contact Service in Coral Gables, Florida, and at 
Mr. WerSeli's initiation furnished voluntary information for 
the period 16 December 1965 - 19 November 1966 with eleven 
contacts. It should be noted that the function of the Domestic 
Contact Service ts to receive information which individuals 
feel is of interest to the United States Government. The office 
is overtly sted in the telephone book under the Central Intel- 
ligence Agency and, therefore, is readily available for contact. 


If Mr. WerSell suggests an affiliation with the Central 


Intelligence Agency, he is hereby authorized to divulge the 
- details of his alleged affiliation in the hearing ¢o that he may 


not use ostensible security as a means of avoiding answering 
questions, 
Sincerely, 


Lawrence R. Houston 
General Counsel 


=~ Ofna J 7 7G 


kts ib ae wie 


le Wark applic bo aad aioe 
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THE ‘BAHAMAS PRESS: REPORTED ON yy JUNE 1973 THAT WATKINS 
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LINDEPENDENT ees 
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Loe ee epee Tt deen dae 
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28 rebruacy 1975 


\ 


“MENORANDUH FOR THE RECORD 
SUBJECT - 3: Washington Evening Star Article entitled "The 


” " S€ory of CES ond the Pilot to Invade Haiti” 
' ‘which. appeared in the 26 vebruary 1970 Edition ° 
a , - 1. Subject article reported that 4 CBS cameroman, 
James, WILSON, had contacted CIA agents in Houston while 
- ona. space shot assignment in 1966, end ‘that the CIA had . 
_informed the FBI, who called on WILSON and referred hia |” 
- to U.S, Cistozs. — a , 


-~ 9) WH Division has. ascertained that on 30 June 1966, 
‘a James WILSON called the CIA Duty Officer of the Domestic ~~ 
: : Contact Service (DCS) office in Hougton, Texas, and sub- 
el . _ gequently related a story akout a’ proposed plot being 
7 _ staged in the 0.8, to invade Haiti and overthrow the 
Duvalier Governrent, and that CES had convinced the parties 
involved that: they should allow CRS to photograph and 
i televise a Special Program on the preparations. WILSON 
: requested and received assurances from the DCS officer 
Jt - that he would not be identified as the source of this 
yoo. dmformation. a ; Lo 


3. On 6 July 1966, Wi Division sent a blind pemon~ 
randum to the federal Bureau of Investigation and the 
Derartment of State which forwarded a resume of WILSON 's 
story to the DCS, without identifying the source. The 
renmorandum stated that the source's motive for disclosing 
this information was to alert the U.8. Government %o 8 
' potentially embarrassing situation if 1t were involved 

in an ingecure operation. The JENFAVE Station also passed 
yo a resume of thie information to the U.S, Custons Pureav 
! oo in Kiam. . 


fo 4. Except in connection with this report, there is . 
i no record of any operational involvenent ty the Agency 
with WILSON. o - 
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_ SUBJECT : Possible Clandestine Planning Involving 


i 
| 
| 
| 
MEMORANDUM FOR : Chief, SOD/GB _ 4 es | 
Bait | 


REFERENCE — =: Your Memorandum, Same Subject, dated 
30 January 1970 : - 


sqtit conveyed ine: subs tance of your first 


pa t 
Shed" ‘Reeent’ investigative: ‘fnterest in- WEREELL 
- activities. ; . a 


2. Under these circumstances, WH/7 Suggests that | 
LTC Cochrane be advised to inform an appropriate USAF’ ' ee 
security office of. Mr. WERBELL'’s statements. This - | 
should insure that any follow-up inquiry concerning 
‘those statements would be properly coordinated with - ' 
such other investigations.as.may--be in process. | 


David L. Smock | 
CWT 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief, WH/7 


SUBJECT: bu Possible Clandestine Planning Involving Haiti 
REFERENCE: © Memorandum for C/WH/7, Same Subject, 
: dated 15 January 1970 : 
eee ee Oni 28 January, 1970, Mr. Mt hell Livingston WerBell II, ; 
<TC" Barney” Cochrane,” USAF, “~~ | yea tee & 


ated: representative of 


4 E 
reference to the plan being initiated in Canada iga blind and that ~ 
the plotting is based in Haiti. He also stated that he has been = * : 
approached to provide the equivalent of five million dollare worth 
of arms to the group and that the Peeing has a rench backing. 


2. The above information was eusiees ‘from LTC Cachan 
by LTC Charles Williameon, USMC, and is provided to WH/7 for 
‘disposition and action. This information, to the beat of our know- 
ledge, has not been acted upon by SACSA; however, Mr. WerBell 
ig;concerned-that:no,action.is being taken or _apparent.intereat.co-. 62-0 nage 


cece = a er) TE *-Gapimiro ‘Barquin seed ‘oon nS SEER Set seh st 
: : Chief, Ground Branch 
Special Cperations Division H 
i ' 
1 
i 
1 
i 
ie i 
| 
g 4 
: poems | 
z - ; 
_ p Gr | i eee 
‘ | F Bde lasghna’ fared tokty seiah : 
So 
EY 


20 January 1970 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILE: 


; | 

SUBJECT. : Mitchell Livingston WERBELL 111. 

REFERENCE : Memo from C/SOD/GB to C/WH/7 dtd 15 Jan 1970. | 
eh : . Subject: Possible Clandestine Planning. caveluiee i 
Te eos ‘ Haits i 
: : - . 1. 

1. SOD/GB, advised 19 January 1969, | 

After, my “phone call: ‘to. ur. Pembina Remees out the third 


"being tion 0 “his: ‘own. ‘official busineea 
and was lenis his friend ‘(W113 amson): about it as’a ; 
private citizen. © 


ae 


2. Suggest we just use Williamson as the source. 


Wate duke HA 


ogee ng COW TZET eo. 


Distribution: 3 : 
a WA ,201-259910. Re Ry ered eee ee See Eat dats . 
pays Fe = Rei a yes ei “100-9= -16 BS DPR a AT Ar, Sa SS ne En acetal SS Pe paren Fe ot nebhe = Es bg 


_ 1 = WH/7/HT Chrono 


IL TI Gee: 


See Pe ce a 
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I 

1 

A oe | 
‘MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief, WH/7 


: 

SUBJECT: . Possible Clandestine Planning Involving Haiti 
i 

| 

i 

! 


WerB-U Ul, contacted LTC. Lagan Cochrane, . USAF, assigred to ‘ | 
i 


. ee "lL The Viee President of SIONICS Inc., Mr. Mitchell Livingston 


veye 


“ETC: Cochrane that. ae is: willing’ ‘to-reveal-all: that: ie knows. ‘concern 
as ing the organization and its plan to interested U.S. authorities, : 


2. The above information was obtained from LTC Cochrane by ‘ j 
LTC Charles Williamson, USMC, assigned to SOD/GB. SOD and the 
' Office of Security have an extensive file on Mr. - WerBell who has a . 
ong history of worldwide involvement in borderline and sometimes _ 
illegal international gun deals. It ia felt by LTC Cochrane that 
Mr. WerBell's story is plausible and warrants further investigation, 
Mr. WerBell's motive for revealing this type of information at present 
os -coul ffo relieve. ,preasure:on:his:-firm and himeelf- -for: gun. 

rm to U.S. export co 


& 
y 
‘n 
oye 
' 
} 
‘ 
t 


port. control Fegulations. and are 


beiiig tavestizatéd and*warranta pénding. ~ 


$5 To the best of our knowledge, no action has been taken on this 
information by- SACS : - . 


Casimiro Barquin: 
Chief, Ground Branch 
‘Special Cperations Division; 


~~ 
fe 
st 


Leip ine ‘ 
pee eee eS 
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“DATED 27 JUNE 1969; ‘SUBJECT: WERDELL, MITCHELL LIVINGSTON ip eee 


; 
A COPY OF TitcHt WAS SENT TO YOUR KUREAU. 
2. IN FARLY JANUARY 5 270, A USUALLY REL LYARLE SounGR 


e a "REPORTED TE FOLLOWING IX FORMA PION: CONCERNING SUSIECT, 


dost! 


: , AOR ING 70 SOURCE, WERGELL HAS STATED THA? HE zhOsS oF 


PERATION. AGIINSG 


“DuvALien" S$ REGIME: ix MATTE sciniuten- 10 OCCUR’ WITHIE 4 Tin ae: : 


20s 


NEXT TOUR RONTHS. -WERBELL SAID THE akan: WHICH NIC? a ates 


N-Ca? ABN, SIS“RERE FTN LANCER SSP WIRES S 


HIS ESTIMATION, HAS A GCOD CHANCE OF SUCCEEDING, SOURCE 


SatD. WERBELL EXPn tESSED HIS WILLINGNESS TO PEVEAL ADDITIONAL 


INFOR:! ATION TO INTERES TZD U.S. AUTHORITIES CONCEA iNY NG me 
: PLANS AND THE ORGANIZATIO} ¢ BEIIND THE CLANDESTINE Obz24 TION; “ 
ee choles ctlattis CrFicses my 
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, - rc © SOURCE COMMENTED TUT WERBELL'S NC OTIVE FOR REVEALING TiS 7 


INFORIA TION TO U.S, AUTHORITIES AT .THIS TIX = oitay BE THE 


_ HOPE OF RELIEY ING PRESSURE ON HIS FIRM aYnD HINSELF FOR 


TATE Sonar edit fee one MR eta een 


—oeioBUSIESS-ARANSSOHTONS ELIEVED., “TO. BEL -PRES SNTLY.UNDE Bt 


: TUR FILES OF THIS AGENCY REFLECT THAT We 2BELL is 
VICE PRESIDENT OF SIONICS, INC,, OF ATLANTA, | GEORGIA, AND 
THAT HE FAS BERN ‘SHE SUBJECT OF PREVIOUS INVESTIGATIONS 

BY -YOUR BUREAU IN CONNECTION VITA NTS NWEROUS BUSTERS 


TRANSACTIONS IN LATIN AMERICA, THIS. “AGE NCY WOULD APPRECIATE 


THE ALLEGED OPERATION REFEREED * GO IN PARAGRAPH “TWO AEOVS, 


END OF MESSAGE 


: : Storer Fron: “C/SOD/ GB Ee ora ae 
: : ; “Subject: Possible Clandestine Planning Involving Halti 
: P Dated  : -15 January 1970 
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”“catkempting to coadect businces with the’) 


snes tne CSCUPING/ 02323269... 


TO: Chief, Counterintelligence Divisioa 
: Dlrectorate of Special Investigations 
The Inspector General, USAF 
FROM: . “.  Depaty Director for Plans 
suBsJECT: 9 WERBELL, Mitchell Livingston I 


l. Reference io madé to your request dated 28 May 1969 


 eopcerning Subject, born 8 March 1918 in Philadelphia, P 


enocylvania. 


MeSAG TN AO Sy re ee Arts 


"The fileo of Wile office coatals thie following “informations” 


compiled from. i 
is Ageocy to 1959 when it was dlecovered ‘that he ~ 


ns 
| 


with antl-CASTRO plotters in the Domtaicaa Ropeblic. Further 
investigation disclosed Sabject to be case rupalous--a wheelar- 

_ dealér acd promoter of grandiose schemes, with a history of 
moteriplizing ia areas and altuations whero be can make a quick 
profit, The report oleu revealed that Sahject, in his foreiga 
dealings, had misrepresented himoelf ae aa employee of the. 
United Stateo Government and the Central Intelligence Agency. 


de Serko. March 1969 Subject was.in Thailand conducting of 


’ 


Encl. 1 mame check |... 
CC: . Department of State 
CC: Defease Intelligence Agency. 


CC: Federal Bureau cl tovestipattos.| 
RID/CE: — JKS/MB/nkc ; 
BASEDON: DIR-88t14, 19 March 1969 (to Bangkck) 
‘FILE IN: | 201-259910* 
a GRO av aen, pil 
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oyal ‘Thal Goverdiment, ~*~ 
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“TELEPOUCH - 


DISP NO 
DATE - 30 JUNE 1969 7 Tine 
FILM - NONE | "2 : 
INDEX - NONE | | | . 
FILE NONE : . : 
TO 0 = CHIEF, FAR EAST DIVISION 
INFO - wore. | 
FROM. = “CHIEF OF STATION, BANGKOK. 
SUBJECT ~ (7 SIONICS Inc. PROPOSAL TO 8TG FOR SNIPER TRAINING 
PROG AM | ‘ 
ACTION. =. NONE 5 @ 
nek ak ae CGI he en OE EN ET TERE Tree EET 


ye 


“DIR 98114 IN RESPONSE TO OUR TRACE PEQUEST, WE SUGGESTED TO SPP 


THE NEXT FEW WEEKS. 


OF HTS REPUTATION TO KEY PERSONAL ITIES in THE MISSton 


ee 3° MA THATS WES “PARTICULARLY” ‘STBESSED THAT HE was "WOT SPONSORED 8 es 


ENTLY FO? PAST SEVEQAL MONTHS AND WE HAVE PULLED VERY FEW PUNCHES 
_ IN DESCRIBING KIM, ELTHE? TO AMERICANS 0% THAIS. 
"A MEMORANDUM EXPRESSING OUP PESEPVATIONS, PASSED IT TO J-2 MACTHAT, 


Faw =r eg 


1969, WHEN HE WAS IN CONTACT WITH BPP IN 3ANCKOK, AFTES PFCEIVING 


THAT. “THEY WOULD DO WELL TO AVO'D. win WE HEAD NOTHING OF HIM FOR 


HOWEVER, IN LATE APRIL AND EARLY MAY HE WAS 
BACK IN THE SPOTLIGHT AND, WE {gover eD , IN TOUCH WITH A VAEIETY 
“WE “PROMPTLY PASSED" THE cist. 


INCLUDING 


; 2 mien APY “ELEMENTS 
AMBASSADOR? DEFENSE ATTACHE, ARPA, SA/CI, U.S. ARMY CIC, OSI AND 


IN ANY WAY 3Y THE U.S. GOVERNMENT. HIS NAME HAS. COME UP CONSIST= 


IN FACT, WE WOOTE 


AND SUGGESTED dE BRIEF THE J-2 MINISTRY OF DEFENSE ACCOPDINGLY. WE. 


ALSO SENT A SURN NOTICE MESSAGE, BANGKOK 


TO.ALL FE STATIONS. 


3. AFTER DYNAMIC SEGINWING, WEP3ELL IS NOW SUFFERING EXPECTED 


SE CRE T TELEPOUCH -FTSa-33, 188 PAGE UNE 


toy 8 201-28 99%0 
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TELEPOECN “FTSA=33;068 PAGE TwO 


SETBACKS, - THE EMSASSY HAS TEFUSED TO ENDOPSE HIM AND HIS PQODUCTS. 
MACTHAL HAS AGREED TO FUSYISH TO RTG SOME OF THE ITEMS HE was 


ATTEMPTING TO PEDDLE, AND erg HAS COOLED CONSIDEPASLY PE SIONICS 
PAST ICIPATION IN ANY ASPECT OF ‘COUNTER INSURGENCY EFFORT, WED 


BELL'S PUNNING MATE, M/GE" WATSON, HAS ALREADY LEFT THAILAND. 
“WERBELL IS SUPPOSED TO LEAVE SHORTLY, WE yi miss HIM, 
“EDGAR N. DANAGE eed - i feat! 
DISTRIBUTION VIA TELEPOUCH "3 

2 = CHIEF, FE DIVISION 
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FROX = CNIS, FAR ERST GIVISICH 


SVBJtCT= SIITLICS, IPC. FRCPCEAL TC RIG FOR SHIPER TRAINING 
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See eM a ES THB TREAD ¢* GSSTAINED LOCALLY FROM LNREAD § 


OUS RZPERCUSSICNS Ga 


BARR to shee SB ge Sg ith 


CGPY CF SICNICS 


‘TERACRIST THREAT 


WHICH STATICY NAY 


ICUS. PURPOSE OF 


YET COVERING 


THEY HAVE SEEN 


FRLY CONCERI ETS SILCE PER REF 
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Hey DTLTIOY 1s For re Position te EXERT. 


LETC OVE Glewale FRSregek ots SEEL AY ncurses 'T UPCK WCF IRN 


TO SFRRIET BL/71, “ACTMNAT, AvESCSONCE AYE ALL OTHER INTERESTED 
PARETIES G0 ¥ERBELLS SACKORCUNE 28D corp VERY STROSS PESTRVATICNS 


TO.CTeNITS THE VALICITY CF THIS “PECPCSAL TC CONTRIZUTE SUB- . 
e0LLaLLY ¢¢TG THE LEFfaT oF COMMUNIST TEEFORIS: ANE SUBVERSION 
i TERILELDS® = acweariseo, ARS EVEN STRONGER RESERVATIONS RE 
aiY CFFiClaL ICVEGLVEREST wiIW CERBELL. 

as FURTKER CHECK CF 20 FILE INDICATES: SUBJECT REFS _ 
ENTERED MILITARY SERVICE 18 PPRIL 1843, WAS COMMISSIGNED 2ND- 


“SRIEUTE Se ST SS9S Ab CGRP S=UUNE1S.44-= “AUD-ASSIGNE D-T0-CHIN AS 


(AS LST LIEUTEGANT. if 2E0ITION To FOUR CA*PAIGH MEDALS, oo 


SLEJECT WAS AWARDED SOLDIEFS MEPAL FCR PERS@MAL HEROISM 


cS ESHIZITED IY Saving THE LIFE CF CHINESE SOLDIER wHO FELL ITO” 
“ELECTRICAL TRANSFORMER, RECORD INDICATES NO FURTHER MILITARY 


ssP UCN op 


Headquarters: — Fe eT amsonrae nega! MS 
1 - FE/TBL/T .CTWilliamson:dsr/1742 
1 - RI/SD. . 
1 - CI/OPS/FE 
‘1 = SOD/GB/MS 


C1/OPS/FE: (In Draft) 


| CK oP ¢ see oy 
ACFE/TBL © Robert D. Kennedy 
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RET crskt Teuceover FTQW-16361 PACE TwO EXD 


CFE William E. Nelson 


23 Ark. 796 
re peny . AOI-ASG G/6 
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ACTION 
Te 


u he <i : : a2 Caz, cee c Cf! CR, 

] ere Ane ~ J ‘ . —f7 ; : 

: . OK A 

7 oe en é 26 Hay 63 i WE6BO2 =~ 
' Tice “SAIGON ‘INFOS: ‘DIRECTOR, VIENTIANE, 

7 ; . [| DuaKarta, SEOUL, 


REF: DIRECTOR 88114 BANGKOK ONLY) 


WE: HAVE . BEEN PLAGUED. FOR SOME WEEKS Now. 


HRS MITCHELL 1 ts + WERBELL THT, VICE PRESIDENT AND a ea 


EXPERT, HAS A VARIETY OF WEAPONS TO DISPLAY, CLAIMS 
(TO BE A RETIRED COLONEL, AND LAST WEEK INTRODUCED = > # 
Weel oe HIMSELF AT A LOCAL NIGHTCLUB AS CHIEF OF WOFIRM IN | 
ee ee ee THAILAND. 


20 WERBELL HAS A ESIORY, OF S HONING: ee it 


s ate THAT HE 1s U.S. GOVT CONNECTED AND. PRESENTS 
A DEMONSTRATION “OF A VARIETY OF EXOTIC 


peti. son iNtys Leet 
EE The a ai 


““““VEAPONS THAT NEVER FAILS TO IMPRESS. REF’ 


DESCRIBES HIM AS AN UNSCRUPULOUS OPPORTUNIST WITH 
A REPUTATION FOR LIVING BEYOND HIS ‘MEANS. | 


Scuey 


| ah Muy b4 
~, * * SECRET ;..: a. 
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Ge!1-2599/ O 


et Po epet ps cpapeccspe ran . Lee Cor 6 eater ge 
ee eS ae : P eo ; oot as ae ie 2 
CsBre fcr tawar O:ssesin: nor. CLASS 7£O MEessace Torta. Comes ROUTING ANO/OR INITLALS - SEEN GY 


PERSON. UNI? NOTED 


ee ET “ue te rene 


fries Filed in) 


wainesie 


cuoem 02 veo C Dr) 


cChassievy 1) fig NO. 


SREP TO FILE NO. 
\ 


mic mo Orcr to ” prancnO _ Oastaoy CO) 810. 


PAGE. 2 BANGKOK SECRET 


3 WERBELL IS AN AMERICAN CITIZEN, BORN 1919, 3 

SERVED IN OSS, HaS SHAVEN HEAD AND “HANDLEBAR Se We 
7 MUSTACHE. REF ADVISES THAT FULL DETAILS OF HIS oY oe 
ae BACKGROUND SHOULD, NOT. BE. PASSED. TO, -LIAISON, SINCE, 2: =. 


Se Satoh re ee epee cogs 


THAT HE HAS AN UNSAVORY REPUTATION, KAS NO US. 


GOVT CONNECTIONS, AND ANY DEALINGS WITH HIM SHOULD 
BE APPROACHED WITH EXTREME CAUTION. 

4. FOR SAIGON: WE UNDERSTAND. THAT. WERBELL ~ ) 
RECENTLY VISITED SAIGON AND DID HIS THING WITH at ig . 
out» ABRAMS ,.WHO.WAS. SUITABLY -IMPRESSED:,: AND,. SWERBELL= vig bE reat iy ae aa: 
1s ‘WOW 'SETT 


UP A. SNIPER: TRAINENG: PROGRAM. > 
5. FILEs 201-259910 


mi en's R.. EY 2 PR st bee DER ae we Fete ig: aa SO}M Re Bb) edd teas SE 
wu SECRET LL BEE: 
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SIONICS 


Was EACHTNGe sere WE. At Lanta, GLORGIA 30379 Sos O37 


. 20 May 1909 


° Rie Chi: Marshal Dawee Chullasapya : ki 

Chief, Joint Chiefs of Staff , 

. Supreme Command, RTAF 
Bangkok, Thailand 


iis 
. : .t 
—-Dear Air Chief Marsbal Dawee: ; 


‘Sionies, Inc. i8 pleased to submit this proposal in response to 
the urgent requiraiient to neutralize the communist terrorist 
' (hreat in the border areas of Thailand. This requirement was 
_ first brought 1a our-a:tention during the recent irip to threatened 
. border areas of Thailand made, by yourself, Air Vice Marshal 
Manob, and Major General Prasart, aceoinpanjed by our field 
stative'to Thailand, Mr. Mitchell L, WerBell, HL 


representat 
This urgent requirem 
you during your recent 
of General Eisenhower. | 


ent. was ef course further discussed with - 
visit {0 Washington to atiend the funeral 


In consequence we have prepared a pilot program with the objective 
of neutralizing sae Co:rnmunist terrorist threat in Thailand. Wo 
“have enti.led the program "Neutraliaa:ion of she Communist Torroriat 
Threat in Thailand" with short title NCTTT. In scope the NCTTT 
eoconipasses live major phases and spans a twelve mon:h program. 
Basically we ofier a proven program based, in part, on the out- 
giandingly successtul.U. S, th Division Sniper Program in the 
Delta of -Vietnau. Finally, and most impor.cnily, thie program 

ig also based on Special Operations programms executed by members 
of ne Sionics crganization during wartime, counerinsurgency and 
in South Asia, Europe, South America, 


guerrilla operations executed 
Dominican Republic, and Vietnam. 
We have selected a .eam of highly qualified experts whose combined . 

“capabilities represen: all ithe disciplines required to the planning 
and exece.ion of this program.. ; 


1400000 


oi he above, Sidnics, Inc. ausures you that ‘he full resources 


vided for ‘he succeseful performance of 
serving the Royal 


in viev 
‘ of the Corpora ion-vill.be pro 
; this work, We look forward to he oppor.unl.y of 


: ; Thai Governiien:. inorder to con'ribute 10 the defea: of Cominuniet . 
é _ terroriam and evubversion in Thailand. 
; Wiih Warm Personal Regard and Respect. : 
GaP . te iis 
ts Sincerely, ; 


Fred N. Brown . 
President 


Wwta 
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we ae 
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to this offeror 9s 4 roasult of or cia 
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Irerpetpboe ge OG 0b lo, ine. ia ts, onse 


he org UNE terrackst 


ehoLesattbet adhe te neutrabrgs 


tau iayal 


te vodbosd oy responsilte ‘irs OF 


header tin ares teas 


—, 
7s. e 


Secoyariant ef shviland.. < ; ; 


: wee lave ecained the seenlen in cetaiil and nave Cove luced . 
toad the ual me eanan jet EIAITCS, tac. can provide one 
ANSEL to Hasna geuaanine terccorisr in Shailand. ue nave . 
on, arz .Oriing on, ¢F wil] soon decoue involved 
tk, enich vill insure imneciate working 
ntial ele | yroulen solution: 


ye al 


firm liaison with 


Tea LE 


the koyal Thai 


Cermfand Hracyguart2 


“pores nas established 


ape, Gee, OACLUAT, “ACV. idditionally, 


wide iad successful relationships wits U.S. Jovecnmnt and incdus- 


~ trial organizations concerned. with the orshles. 
¢ ‘ 


Inv conse. ence, it is censidered 


e.ef -eoxncutings 


£ arrasting communist 


field a taam of srofessional 


ilitary tecinicians, tacked bv 


sualifgier wh 


avordarriate sunpoert. 


ana resouress, that will be fully capanle of exscutiag this plan , 
46 the complete satistaction of tne Royal Thai Vovernsent. TO : 


. rol ; ; : ; 
j 


oe he ed Ue 


immediately availalle’ that represent: 


rounter-insurgeancy operaticayal ex-erience: and 


SOE IM 
: Gey or ae y ae * os. “ 
Vaocicw of tre niturs of the proline, this nroposal is 


Gardeall an oetliag alan ‘indgeating how the ereratioa will he 


accom: Lisi Pais volume wresents our operational proposal, 


“ith a proposed management plan, a summary cf Corporate 


@, and -the ‘resumes of. the military and tech 


eee fait a oe Lee 2 . 
persoanwel STOuTLS, Inc. propsgses to assian to the effort. The 


Frovecas is submitted separately as VOLUMF IT. 


ce ne eT Ee es il Dre. 


7 lan whieh sill contritate te tim neutrali- - 


Lotte of faa atieuddot terrorise Glare im Thadlors. 


* : Ue PP 076) Ed DOSE 


; . 7 ae . . ot AC 
Cooma ne Hundamontal cw guiraniats for Prowler solution: 
~ : ‘ 7 : “2 
#03 . “ULM Ts, Inc. consider that the basic success of this plan ; 
: ; ] a 
» GEL devend in large woasure of fielding .a team of knowledgeable’ © |. 


inctvicualds who: 


ar eee 8 eee te ed 


Pee a 
1.0 faow thailand and .the considerate Communist - 


ee < threat te its sorder arcas, \ 


tue principal versonalities in the 


teicde Government ™(293)—-concernad si ti-neutralizing— thes oC ee 
vs . Ree : \ ° 7: : : 


Touth Vietnas, and Yashinjton, %. C. concerned with: - 


j Py 
peence 


POG in neutralizing this threat, 


cas -Tully understand the threat of Communist 


“terrorise and subversion and possess tne- kndvledge“and-skilYeo 77" 


to counteract 


tt 


ete ehnreat, s 


and vweanons and equipeent tachniyques/er 


tloyrent to defeat this 


6. Possess long exnerience and preven skills 


’ 
‘ 


in Gelertiny an insurgent threat. 


ONT SIFT RTOs 8 ke, 
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‘Systematic Introd 


hy definition the neceralizatio ion or defeat of. 


oa < : Consuunist terrorism consists of the sreciulized application 
of vounter-ins Surgency operation: 3S by the Pe er of intelli> 
genee: reeelogieal a eaiene: hunter-killer operations ‘to. 
include jangle, mountain, air, riverin @, Lorder, and village ; as 
Sc secure) operations; “communications: logistics; specialized 
: : training anti equivrent,- ‘and other pecmaques.: SIONICS, Inc. 


considers that the techniques designes dy our Corporation. to 


theta eer oe 


> ogee neutralize Communist terforism .in the border. areas “of thailand 
a “is based on Sound past experience: in this field anda would lead 
fe oe the development of a wide+ PenEeae oréanization and: system: ; 
ie within the Royal. tad Armed Forces (PDAED, the: Border Patrol 


Police : (BRP), and tha Thai National. Police, ATNP) to. counteract, 


reed a ean pata ee en eee 


hed without reliance 


on sound and informed military judgement based oa proven 
PEC UneAUe Ss SIONICS, Inc. has prongeres in the development - 
.of tnese techniques which permit. the systematic development and 


use in analysis and. execution of militar v and technical judge- 


“The techniqués: and equipment developed for this purpose 


are cesigned and, operate for the “usual or normal” case in which: 


echey.: Mil isbe: used~under combat conditionss..The-Gapability thates..-ws..93 ee 


accrues from the employment of these tec hniques and equipment in 


unysuad or peculiar situations should be conaicered a bonus 


effect rather ian an. expected mode of. creration. 


-g- 


hoseatdeaead lannin. for cucienytut aaa ters insurcency , 


; ethan’ i 1d acs of eey 
sa tiomagde, one oof 
ener re ix the 
ugared vitir a 
- tase’: 
harras:, ans 
ay + af eserations i- 


we aopncially 


“cil as tua 


psychologically ; 


eo Therou di nade. of tras Siac te ‘eather, 


fe uilition vituin b90 o-erational area. 


ace Ure ae Op urations effort that.2 


re 


some wahloas and cave:riltitie:, and intimate 


Aadi- 


tho critical. factors’ in COUR atS tan eryenes 


ae be 


ny overation of this tyne. the key to success of 


is to idenbiey, infiltrate. blocs, ambush, 


ed GO noatraliz 2 thee 


0 striheshisawhea he is. s9st vulneranle, 


at 


or. 


. 


wie Zomaand and direct then, will nave t6 


trained, euipped, organize, and, above all, 


PESTER for these op2rations. 


just 


in 


thit bee Macrors Relates te solving *the Prodlea_ 


RY~+: The basie concept 
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ee RS t i 
scyuctive ! 
ae ae eee Oi fel caso sj 
vee Pret Or sete tral Ls > Cornanret GEEVYOFLST 2A te j 

the cotder. areas of Tuatlan:. j 
Sy i vogran a tle | 
aes Heater pal keution {.form-unist Serrorist Tareat sts SA 
. ™~. ty 2 : 
-im unailan: (xcetr). o . & # a 
a hs | 
c. Scope aa st) ee ee 
Lk pe Se _ fhe score of this program encompasses a. twelve - i 
See Ae as es eee Tons a Preeti ee LON ogee oc i 
: . : Saree eee comee et : : a ae | 
rantu, £ive vhare ¢neration as follows: ‘ te 
é 4 : ; i i 
: so -ynase I =) ‘Planning, preparation; ‘andi e 


. iat. 7 x 


Seaihing Center. 


Selection “of personnel, organization 


MALEET HON ae Natasa on 


on Ua sate ne 


cial Opsrations - vanter/s ‘iller Platoon o- 


Fe OTE 


eet id 


ahd 


insertion of 


hrea of oSerational Kesponsinility, initiation of iunter/ailler 


overations, oryanizution, training and insertioa of two additional 


“SO t's Platoons. : : e : : 
s 


Phase IV - Uvaluation of operations to include 


logistics 


Pana. COKSSES A: 


atoons..... Continuance of. operatic 


1 missions. Preparation for further expansion of 


penectratior 
LCrh as raguirid. : a 
B. seedule 

*See Figura l.. 


-o- 


Ms 


ateam ot elected mj Litary and technical experts -to work on’. 
the nroject. Mose personnel, led by Yr. titchell L. Werbell, 
TLL, Stentes - geld. Uopresentative: in Thailand ‘and Vietnam, will he 
. : backed Uy appropriate civilian technical rersuunei we would . 
provisie | expertise as -reguired in the yeneral fields of sniper 
oe, ‘ana special operations training and the maintenance of the " | 
operational eyuipnent and weapons. “the Corporation would assign j ‘ 


f° 
these speople to. Projects. in accordance with their individual 


" Gapatevities. 


Program Schedule ~-- See. Figure 1 (NCTTT Program 


schévule,, ‘twelve Months sje 


and | organization of the joint MRDC/SIONICS Operations Planning 


Grour (JSOPG). At this time he will receive an indoctrination a : 


_ Orientation and guidance from appropriate Sypreme Command and =~ 


“MRDC personnel. Coordination, communications channels and- 


liaison requirements will be established. In this regard, 


EO: a) three ° wea aks “WwLhT 


- “be required for this’ initial plahn g and t e establishment: of 


basic and detailed Joint | opera tional plans. 


vity 


will consist of the selection cf appropriate Sniper Training | 


Team versonnel from Mra units and Special Operations Hunter/ a, a ' 
Killer Platoon personnel from appropriate RTAF, BPP and TNP ! 


-7- 


a 


14-00000 


dren tf ato walb consis Wthe ten previously trained snk 
sersendll gre@ssanle on fury ceith che clack iaather bivision in| 

. ; : 
Vietice., Scat cerseuned wera trained iv the U. 3. 9th vivision 
7 / 


Shiper vrainin. ¢vorcras in the Vietnam Selta.  Juring this Phase - 


- 
wersonnel will sce organized into the SO U/E Platoon structure. 
ada During the period 6th through the 12th week, 
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the’ Cotmunists: ts 2 : 
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. dwesponsibility (208) inder operational conzrol of a Xoyal Taai_ 
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“te tin cuiee o-dration ef the rifle. ien a’grous 
12 killing zone, the snipers enyoiun the leaders and 


aroxoach tf 


radio oneraters while the »latoon fires into the ceneral kill 
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Starlight scove througnout the night. The 179 is an especially 
-yseful weanon at the sniper/antush position. As an example, the. 


been observed in a tree line or vegetated - 
a Pa 


Petey are ee 


TE ace enemy; Frecucntly have 
area in tehien a sot was not vossible due to low Light level, 


essing tracer fire 


and Ly directing 1:72 fire into the area, the 
wecurity e@lenene forcecé tne enemy to move ang expose tienselves to. 


subsejuent snisec fire. ‘ 


“(ii) Stay-Sehinds 


e 
‘fit Geams trained for long racge operations will 
int axtremoly cffective in engaging eneny ariushers whoa follow 
. -20- 
a 


= ve a - 9 lhe 


6 Oe rere nnn = 


14-00000 | 


(itourit as it soves from ont iecitien to another. 


wt lao ade. a deer bane with 2 9°43 Caen secur tocrsament is 


‘* 


‘4 


re lone renue ahscrvation of ch route aver wile - 


eoctunato etib varel‘and wien of f the eaesyoas tivsy tollow in 


aUnitestoerits tacic teléscape siguts and ies! suppressors 


il] co asbe- f9 eauaye ‘the enery at ranites eut to vou meters. ee 
te s : ; ! 


Oat dxare@ coe, the enecy vill uszaliy net be cetitious avout: ~~ 


‘is cover an’. conscalment. jzhus, L@ presents an cxccllent target 


a od 


ccarie 


for fine 


Aili) .iff-fet 


(a) % Vako. Xenon, beare. licke will Lei usec to illumi- — 


nate covertiy an srea with pink light... win starlight scope is 
sensitive ta oy sertion of the iafrares haal thst is nian and : 
7 ? bic . ws 


“near tre visilde tight portion ef tah snechrcum. 


# cy using a gink 
3 78 7 i mn . . 

filter ea ot Conan search light an area ern Se illininated with 

invisivie Viger chat reyisters in the starlisht scope. This— 


phenomena sili se used in two types of sniver. activity; village — 4 


sar nerireter aeaurity and ambush operations. Snolevrent.of the’ 


-ritle/secana/sacoracsor com 


ination will fregientiy resule in 


i . a 
tins caany reariving cany casualties tefore he has heen taken 
under fire. 


, 


“ill be confuctes ,by clacing a seareh- 


pabowuuinow, Pf4 ten vehicle 1260 to 1502 setars from a road 


nipers 2auinned with starlight’ ccants and tuAW-2 —- 
binspressOrs wLlio om:slaced 359 meters from the intersection and 


maintain radio sentact .ita the searchlight snerater. The sniver ' 


. = doo =21- 


yar: 


Pablo cesrred oho caw ct illertaatian af poe intersection and 
MANES Gas ey taccemrauniats wrear in one: ibb zoav 


Sites GDP oo eum eb Op ae serdar tesa. Road, fy offsetting ‘ 


the oatoe. ora Sma: tes vearehbight oie Siacing che searculight 


am l/dtoqioeclbicls ino: covition renote: Pro-. the arkusa nite, 
ga tea cillcvens vill note bo alerted by the’ noise \of 


_— 


; “Tthe vunain: velicl: angine.. 


he auloved in hase carp -sogurity oserations, - whe sta ‘chlight, 


mounted on a 1/4 ton venicle resnoads to’ radio éjuinsed sniper 


kd on the nerire ter er on arznisn: positions 


aaritioas 


; a 
Rha lu rdneter. ‘he ‘Lack groun? noise sofa village. or’ 


L 
fd 
‘ 
!- 
we, eit ’, Are a . : 5 
Whe WAEO yian livit/sniner combination will . - cs 

ar 
cay 
ry 
i 
1 
. . r 
ned DESO caar avually cenevals the noise of the engine. and: i 
i“ 

1 
Activity oreth In forsaré base carps) the ; 
: i } 


q h@. Se arcnlignt eres. 
end, vy swing- 


searcalig’ at orescrine’ in tie center of the case carn 
{ 


jag its ver. through: 529 dageaes) covertly. illuminates avenues 


“o% + @€ approach into the position. with this methed it is again 


essential that the sniver. teams maintain radio contact with .the 


ight is particularly useful during 


t Pees 
‘searchliahnt crow. the pink 12 
| oe S 
: é tice-dark of tha moon period. ; ; ; ; 
(iv) Counter Snirer | 
u/¥ Teams are effective in coynteriny eneny . 
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Long-distance communication charges: ad : $— ot 
TOTAL ESTIMATED COSTS ~ ‘3 $ | 
‘FIXED FEE (7%) , . $ | 


PARRY Th Operational and Evaluation, Phase 


Jive AND CC COST | hoe ca kw in 


PEAT ED PUBS TOMEI DS oo manths 
PERFORMANCE DEKESG PERIOD: Phase [Iz Deployment, Insertion and 
‘ initiation ot Operations, through 
yo. Phase AV: Evaluation of Program 


< ; 1" ea ae 
ESTIMATE. a PROJECY-COSTS = = |. - 
Salaric = (direda charges at actual. rates): ‘Totals ; 
Program, Director, Senior Technical Advisor level! — 
man-mos, ‘@$ - per man-mo, . a) 


\ 
Assistant Dire tor, aeivennical Advisor, or Engineer level: ; 
av. per man-mo,. $e 
—$ 


’ 


-man-m0s. @ $ 


Gunsinith, Armorer, oF Technician: level: 


man-mos. @$ 5. 7s ave per man- Ws 


Total billable salaries: 


“Salary rela! ted costs (E: nployee. ine dcanee: Overseas pay” 


“incentives, Sick.leaves, etc. Estimated at. _% $ ge 2 : 
‘Overtime premiuin pay : siimated at Oe Go ec es 
‘Office and Secretarial: , $_ : 

Purchased expendable materials, and services: te $_ 

Travel: ; $_. 

Long-distance Rewiniunieavien charges: i $ = 
oe $ 


FOLAL- ES TIMAT -ED-COSTS ~ 


we 


i 


FIXED FRE (7%) 
‘TOTAL: FE stimated Costs and Fixed Fee 


A 


ARMAMENT AND EQUIPMENT. 


To be neuomaicd at a later date siapendine on avaitanily ' 
of arms and equipment through aba or U.S. Governinent 


official channels. 


eS. wee 


ta 7 


14-00000 . rk nd - 
TIME A AND COST ESTIMATE 
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On 7 February, this gent}enan rar my office. His address is: 
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rs Bruce Arian BAKER: ae: ie oa ae 
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Mr. Baker stated that he :has been ‘in contact with a » Mr. mrnerEL, “20 /- - 28% lc 


ey III of Powder. Springs, Georgia. . 


“Mes Baker ‘says ‘that Mr. Werbell is-in -the bisines# of peniea tunings 


weapons and delivering them by air throughout the world. Mr. Baker — 
anderstands that Mr. Werbell does this for the Central Intelligence 


Agency. 

Mr. Baker says that Mr. Werbcll is a supposedly reputable man. 
Baker understands, from Werbell, that Baker will have to get a 
CIA security ‘clearance to fly for Werbell 


Mr. Baker has served in the nite, ‘He has had some Sdpadiv itary: 


“". training. He belongs in a "jump club" and now participates in 


eu 


pthts Werbell "CIA" clearance. 


‘“Preefall", etc. He has a Morse Code preficiency and a Radio 
License Second Class. He has Spanish language preficiency and would 
be willing to collect for us. : : 


This man persists on pursuing me re this CIA/‘erbell aiakioasnips 

‘I tell him I don't know a thing about it. It seems he has a smuggling 

record when he was 17 and he's afraid this may keep hin ‘from getting 
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atthe very best weaponry there is Not just 
fer the campatiin ated, but foe the stand: 
olf whieh is boand to keep the Middle East 
under teaion for years.” ; 

Jeadestine mectings lie this are part 
of Mitch Werkull’s stock ivtrade. He is a 
firearms broker of the new breed !newa 
as MEM s---munitions manipulators, Ina 
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